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Services, jobs secure as officials debate budget 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


In a sea of revenue cuts that has battered municipali¬ 
ties for the past five years, the City of Romulus has 
emerged much better off than many other communities. 

Mayor Alan Lambert said the city would begin the 
2005-06 fiscal year in July with a $1.3 million fund balance 
and no discemable cuts to the $21 million operating bud¬ 
get 

“We’ve been lucky that we’re not facing the same sort 
of crisis some of our neighbors are,” he said. “I’ve talked 
with mayors in other cities, and they're really suffering 
right now.” 

N^otiations between the city and department heads 
are ongoing in a series of public hearings. Lambert said 
the city is not asking for any layoffs at this time. 

“We’re doing this with no layoffs and no cuts in ser¬ 
vices, which is great for residents,” he said. “We’ve asked 
employees to be conservative about spending We asked 
them not to purchase anything they don’t need, and this 
has helped us greatly” 

City officials said they believe about eight city employ¬ 
es--many of whom are part of the Romulus Police 


-- 

We’ve been lucky that we’re not facing the 
same sort of crisis some of our neighbors 
are. I’ve talked with mayors in other cities, 
and they’re really suffering right now. 

Mayor Alan Lambert 


Department - will retire in the coming year Those police 
employees will be replaced. 

Closing the gap on the 200506 budget - which is about 
3 percent smaller than the 2004-05 budget - was achieved 
through a combination of increasing fees for some city 
services and belt-tightening in terms of purchases and 
expenditures. The city council, at the April 7 meeting, 
approved a new fee schedule that brought fees in line 
with neighboring municipalities. The fees that were 
increased are mainly police services that include copying 
reports, fingerprinting for employmenf processing con¬ 
cealed weapon applications, and performing vehicle VIN 


inspections. 

It has been 10 years since fees have been raised in the 
city, Lambert said. 

The city will also receive about $1 million in airport 
parking fees that will increase the general fund, officials 
said. 

Another aspect of maintaining fiscal equilibrium is the 
rate of development in the city. Fbr the past five years, the 
city has aggressively sought new development which is 
now yielding additional funds in the form of property 
taxes and fee permits. 

“A lot of cities are struggling because they don’t have 
any land left to develop and expand,” Lambert said. “But 
we still have a lot of areas we can develop, and that 
means we can still find ways to grow revenue.” 

Assistance fixim the county in growing the economic 
base has helped the city stave off budget worries, too. 

“We have a good relationship with (County Executive) 
Robert Ficano that we didn’t have with the prior adminis¬ 
tration,” Lambert said. “They have provided quite a bit of 
assistance.” 

Lambert said a mutual relationship with the county 

See Budget, page 3 



Understanding diversity 

Merriman Elementary School recently sponsored an 
event designed to help all children understand the dif¬ 
ferences - and similarities - of cultures at the first 
annual Multicultural Night. Michelle Dillon, above, and 
her daughters, Aubrey, Alonka and Sarena viewed the 
Italian display with their friends Raven Rogers and 
Nashelle Hill. Parent Lisa Clark (left) and her daughter, 
Annalise, and son, Connor, enjoy the Mexican exhibit. 



Van Buren votes for 
alternative education 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Builder pulls out of local development 


, A proposed development 
seated for a parcel of land on 
Wayne and Ecorse roads was 
dealt a setback recently when 
the builder of the homes 
backed out of the plan. 

Bloomfield Hills-based Pulte 
! Homes informed the developer 
I of the site. Grant Perry, that they 
; were backing out because they 
had too many projects in the 
works, said Tim Keyes, city eco¬ 


nomic developer 

“My impression of this was 
that they were re-evaluating 
their projects, and that they 
were backing out of four or five 
of them,” he said. “They are re¬ 
assessing, and I wasn’t under 
the impression that this had 
anything to do with the city or 
the project itself.” 

But Keyes said the project 
would be delayed now that the 


city and Perry are forced to find 
a new builder. 

“We were disappointed, but 
there are a lot of other guys out 
there,” he said. “We Just need to 
find one. We are moving for¬ 
ward with GranL and we’re still 
committed to the project” 

Perry and Pulte Homes were 
planning to build 200 single- 

See Builder, page 3 


Officials of the Van Buren 
Public School District may be 
singing a different tune. 

Rather than closing Elwell 
Elementary School in order to 
house an alternative education 
program, school board members 
unanimously voted to start their 
own program to be housed in 
portable classrooms at the voca¬ 
tional education facility on 
Sumpter Road. 

Originaily, school officials said 
the most appropriate place to put 
the program would be at Elwell 
Elementary where the district 
has the least number of students. 
Parental opposition caused them 
to reconsider. 

Parents welcomed the change 
at the board meeting Monday. 

“I’m excited about the oppor¬ 
tunity the program can bring to 
the districL as well as the change 
from last week’s study session,” 
said Lynnette Rose. “There 
should be a separate committee 
formed for these things (school 
closures) because members of 
this board and administration 
have lost the public trust. 
Everyone needs to be truthful 
upfront” 

Pete Lazaroff, superintendent 
of schools, said the intention of 
officials has always been the 
same: to put together a quality 
program that meets the needs of 
students that the district hasn’t 
been able to meet so far. 

“I feel confident that we’ll be 
able to reach SO-KX) students for 


our program without bringing us 
into the red or in further deficif” 
he said. 

Currently, about 2(X) students 
are enrolled in the Romulus 
alternative education program, 
in which about 120 students are 
from the Van Buren districL The 
foundation grant — the amount 
of money the state allocates to 
each student to attend a specific 
school—follows the student, 
which means the Romulus pro¬ 
gram could take a financial hit if 
the Van Buren students stay in 
their own district 

“The kids can choose to stay in 
Romulus. We certainly can’t 
make them come back,” said 
Lazaroff. 

“The Romulus program cur¬ 
rently has a waiting list because 
they have reached their capacity 
so there is a need in this area,” 
said Lazaroff “It will bring the 
kids and revenue back, but it will 
not solve our budget problems.” 

Cost estimates for the new 
program would be around 
$195,000 for the operation and 
about $500,000 total including 
staff, Lazaroff said. 

Joel Carr, Romulus superin¬ 
tendent of schools, said he didn’t 
think losing some of the students 
would negatively impact the 
Romulus program. 

“I don’t know that there will be 
any impacL” said Carr “We have 
a good program, and we’ve been 
at it for a long time. There are a 
handful of those students from 
that district that are part of our 
program. We’ll have to see whaf 
if any, impact there is.” 
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The kids work very, very 
hard and even the 
little kids get excited 
because everyone 
receives a ribbon. 


McLain 


Loretta 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Belleville High School and the 
Belleville Area Council for the 
Arts (BACA) will combine sweets 
and art for the annual scholar¬ 
ship art show and dessert gala 

The dessert gala, which will 
feature treats from more than 20 
area restainants, will take place 
from 8-10 p.n 
and will pre¬ 
view the art 
show sched¬ 
uled from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Saturday 
and Sunday. 

The show is 
designed to 
create pride 
among stu¬ 
dents, respect 
for art and 
appreciation 
by the commu¬ 
nity of the 
artistic abilities of the students, 
according to Ken Askew, organiz¬ 
er of the event 

“It’s a multi-faceted program 
to touch thousands of lives in the 
school and the community,” he 
said. 

Working together with the Van 
Buren Public School District and 
the St Anthony Academy, the 
BACA started the program 12 
years ago to inspire young artists 
and recognize them with honors 
and scholarships. 

“Arts in the schools were 


something that was very much 
threatened. It seemed that every 
time there was going to be school 
program cuts, it was going to be 
the arts, so we wanted to create 
something that was going to 
develop art and promote it in the 
community,” said Askew. 

“The kids work very, very hard 
and even the little kids get excit¬ 
ed because everyone receives a 
ribbon,” said 
Loretta 
McLain, 
BACA public 
relations 
intern. “I’ve 
gotten 
involved 
because it’s 
important to 
keep this 
going. It’s 
really a won¬ 
derful occa¬ 
sion.” 

Both 
events will 
take place at the Belleville High 
School cafeteria and will fund a 
$1,000 scholarship for a high 
school senior with the best port¬ 
folio of three or more works. A 
$500 savings bond will also be 
presented to the Best in Show, as 
well as awards for first, second 
and third place and merit rib¬ 
bons with certificates given to all 
grade levels. 

Askew said that the art show 
has become a traditional ele¬ 
ment in the school year for the 
students, and Kathy L. Murphy, 


South Middle School students Nicole Bliven and Joshua Cheers are two of the many who participated in : 
the scholarship art show in the past. This year, the Belleville Area Council for the Arts anticipates more 
than 750 student entries. 


art educator at the high school, 
couldn’t agree more. 

“It’s so big that we don’t even 
need to encourage the students 
to get involved. They already 
know about it and really want to 
be apart of it,” she said. “I expect 
the same as I have in the past; 
high quality, creativity and unbe¬ 
lievable talent It’s really a huge 
deal.” 

According to Askew, the 
annual event attracts more than 
750 entries from the students, 
who also have the opportunity to 
sell their work at the show. The 
effects have been evident not 
only in the pride among students, 
but also among parents who dis¬ 
cover a new value to their child’s 


talent, he said. 

To strengthen the bonds with 
the community, the BACA invites 
celebrity judges from the media, 
government and area businesses. 
They include: State Sea Bruce 
Patterson (R-Canton); State Rep. 
Phil LaJoy (R-Canton); 
Josephine Kelsey, past director 
of the Michigan Guild of Artists 
and Artisans; Leslie Greeneisen, 
director of the gallery for the 
Plymouth Community Art 
Center; Richard Rubenfeld, art 
professor at Eastern Michigan 
University and local artists 
Chesley Odum, Diane Eissinger 
and Jane Kovach. 

This year, a special perfor¬ 
mance by harpist Catherine 


Heise, who serves on the Wayne 
County Council for Art, History . 
and Humanities, will also take 
place at the dessert gala 

Tickets for the gala are $25 
and can be purchased at: the ' 
Belleville Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Flowers by 
Katherine Rose, Blossoms j; 
Florist, Garden Fantasy or at the 
door The art show is free. 

“The presence of art in the 
community is an amenity that 
adds to the quality of life in many 
cities, towns and villages across . 
the natioa To make artworks a 
part of daily life and activity is to 
enrich the living quality of every- | 
one who has the opportunity to 
enjoy the art,” said Askew. 


Art show and dessert gala benefit planned 


District names new assistant principals 


The Van Buren Board of Education 
recently appointed Rodney Fischer and 
Michael Van Tassel to assistant principal 
positions at Belleville High School for the 
2(X)5-2(X)6 school year. 

“The positions were posted for four 
weeks and we received 68 applications, 
but after careful review we chose five out¬ 
standing candidates to interview, then 
three until the final two—Fischer and 
Van Tassel were chosen,” said Schools 
Superintendent Pete Lazaroff. 


Fischer, who has been an interim prin¬ 
cipal for the past two years, has worked at 
the high school since 1994. Van Tassel is 
currently the district band director. 

The school board also appointed Keith 
Wetters, who is currently assistant princi¬ 
pal at John Glenn High School in Bay 
City, as assistant principal at South 
Middle School for the 2005-2006 school 
year He will replace assistant principal 
Michelle Herring who will become prin¬ 
cipal. 


CITY OF ROMULUS 
NOXIOUS WEED NOTICE TO THE 
PROPERTY OWNERS IN THE 
CITY OF ROMULUS 

In accordance with P.A. 359 of 1941, as amended and Chapter 19, Article 3, of the 
Romulus Code of Ordinances it shall be the duty of all owners of lands on which 
noxious weeds are found growing, to destroy the same before they reach a seed bear¬ 
ing stage and to prevent such weeds from becoming a detriment to public health. 

If any such owner, agent or occupant of such land shall refuse to destroy such nox¬ 
ious weeds or cause them to be destroyed, it shall be the duty of the Noxious Weed 
Commissioner to enter upon such land and destroy such noxious weeds. 

Nothing in this notice shall apply to weeds in fields devoted to growing any small 
grain crop such as wheat, oats, barley or rye. 

All weeds not cut by June 1, 2005 will be cut by the City and the owner of the prop¬ 
erty will be charged with the cost. Subsequent violations will result in additional cut¬ 
tings and will be done as often as necessary when vegetation reaches 12 inches in 
height and/or seed bearing stage. 

Any expense incurred in such destruction shall be paid by the owner or owners of 
such land, and the city shall have a lien against such land for such expense. Any 
owner who shall refuse to destroy such noxious weeds shall also be subject to a fine 
of not more than $100.00 per cutting in the discretion of the court. 

All refuse and debris on the given owners property will be removed by the City at 
the owners’ expense. 

Publish: April 14,2005 
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Church expansion plan approved by officials 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Church services have become crowded 
I during the past 11 years at the Romulus 
Community Baptist Church. 

But the 15,000 square-foot facility on 
Fburth Street is getting a big makeover now 
that city council members have approved 
: the application to expand the facility by 
8,050 square feet. The expansion was 
approved Monday after the planning com¬ 
mission recommended the project move for¬ 
ward. 

Pastor Hiram McBurroughs, who has led 
the congregation for the past 11 years, said 
the news sounded pretty good. 

“We’re going to have classrooms and 
meeting areas in the old area of the church, 
and worship will take place in the new sec¬ 
tion,” he said. “The number of people who 
come to my church has grown by about 50 


percent since I came, so we needed to 
expand.” 

Church leaders asked for city permission 
to expand last year, but there were chal¬ 
lenges. Because the church is located in an 
area that is primarily residential, the church 
was forced to ask for four variances to allow 
for the new additioa 

The zoning board of appeals granted the 
waivers last month to allow for ingress and 
egress from two local roads - which is nor¬ 
mally prohibited in the zoning code. Other 
waivers were granted to allow the church to 
plant dense shrubs instead of providing a 4- 
foot masonry wall to separate the church 
property from that of area homeowners. 

Before requesting the variances to the 
zoning code, church officials and the city 
worked together to try to find ways to pro¬ 
vide for the expansion and additional paric- 
ing, but could not identify a plan that was 
feasible for the city and the church. 


“We tried a lot of plans like a property 
swaps, and we just didn’t find anything that 
would work,” McBurroughs said. 

The expansion will rest on eight vacant 
lots owned by the church that are adjacent 
to the church, near Martin and Colorado 
streets. The west side of the property, near 
Colorado Street, is earmarked for 90 addi¬ 
tional parking spaces to accommodate 
parishioners. 

McBurroughs said he hopes the expan¬ 
sion will allow for meetings and classes that 
he has long wanted to offer parishioners, but 
was unable to because of the size of the facil¬ 
ity. 

TNC Construction of Canton Township 
designed and will construct the new addi¬ 
tioa The church expects to break ground on 
the expansion by summer, and construction 
will continue for about 10 months. 

Romulus Community Baptist Church is 
one of nine Baptist churches in Romulus. 


Belleville 

Cemeriaca 

rebbed 

Andrea King 
Staff Writer 

Public safety officials continue 
to look for clues to the identity of 
the man is who robbed a Comerica 
Bank last week according to Sgt 
Greg Laurain of the Van Buren 
Tawnship Police Department 

A picture taken from the bank 
surveillance camera was released 
last week of the robber, whom 
police described as a white male 
in his late 50s to mid 60s, about 5- 

- 55 - 

He told the teller that it 
was a “hold-up. 

Sgt. Greg Laurain 



Singing from the heart 


Romulus schools resident diva and sixth-grade teacher Tavia Redmond (third from left) flexed her 
vocal muscles by leading students in a rendition of the African American national anthem “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” at the Wick Elementary African American Influence on American Music con¬ 
cert last week. The program featured a full array of tributes to great African American musicians in 
the genres of gospel, blues and jazz as well as Motown and hip-hop. Dance performances also 
help stress the effect of Afl^ican American music on the culture as a whole. Here (left to right), 
Chelsea Roper, Natalia Brown, Brienna Boyd, Diamond Chandler and Bre’ana West join Redmond 
on stage. 


Buildor - Exit will not derail project, developer sought 


, feeL 8-inches tall with medium- 
length gray hair and a mustache. 

: He was seen wearing glasses, a 
daric shirt and dark colored pants. 

So far. Van Buren investigators 
have been unable to link him to 
other ix)bberies that have recently 
; taken place, but they continue to 
; work with the Federal Bureau of 
: Investigation (FBI), 
j The man is accused of robbing 
the Comerica Bank on Belleville 
■ Road near 1-94 at 4:02 p.m. on 
: April 6. He took about $350 in 
; cash, police said, 
i “He told the teller that it was a 
I “hold-up”, but never that he had a 
;{ weapon, although it was perceived 
• by the teller that he did,” said 
Laurain. “The teller gave him 
what he asked for and put it in a 
j trash bag” 

The man was last seen fleeing 
‘ north on Belleville Road in a sil¬ 
ver or gray Nissan that has notice¬ 
able damage to the passenger side 
and a missing license plate. 

Now, police officials are asking 
for help from the public. 

Anyone who has more infor- 
j mation about the case is urged to 
call the Van Buren Public Safety 
: Department at 734-699-8939. 


FROM PAGE 1 


family homes on the parcel of 
land at Ecorse and Wayne. The 
parameters of the project will 
remain the same: Perry will 
provide infrastructure - such as 
provisions for water and elec¬ 
tricity - while a builder actually 
constructs the homes. 

The unexpected exit of Pulte 
Homes, however, means the 
project will not likely begin as 
planned, Keyes said. 

Mark Marymee, a 
spokesman for Pulte Homes, 
did not return phone calls 


FROM PAGE 1 


was virtually non-existent for 
several years, which placed com¬ 
munities like Romulus in a diffi¬ 
cult spot 

“It was difficult to get any 
attention under the old regime,” 
he said. “But now, we’re in con¬ 
tact with the county, which has 
assisted us with the Magna deal 


about the company’s departure 
from Romulus. Mayor Alan 
Lambert said he’s unaware of 
any conflicts between the devel¬ 
oper, builder and city, and said 
there is speculation that the 
builder might want to negotiate 
another deal. But he said con¬ 
firming Pulte’s interest has 
been difficult 

“They got approval months 
ago and we were very interest¬ 
ed in them,” he said. ‘The city 
was happy with what they were 
doing; we helped them as much 
as we could, so we were disap¬ 
pointed. But now we can’t get a 


and other projects. Magna 
Entertainment could possibly 
open a $1(X) million racetrack in 
Romulus if the Michigan Gaming 
Control Board approves their 
gaming license. That project 
could bring an additional $3 mil¬ 
lion a year in revenue for the city. 

Councilman Mike Prybyla 
said he’s satisfied with the city’s 
fiscal positioa 


hold of anyone over there, and 
we’re hearing rumors that they 
wantia 

“We’re just going to have to 
wait to see how it plays ouL” he 
said. “But I think (backing out of 
the project) was crummy of 
them.” 

Attempts to reach Perry for 
comment were unsuccessful. 

The development is one of 
several in the planning or build- 
ing construction stages in 
Romulus. Keyes said there are 
1,000 homes in about nine sub¬ 
divisions currently under con- 
structioa 


“We’ve been fortunate that 
we’re not going to have to 
decrease our services,” he said. 
“We have sound fiscal manage¬ 
ment. It’s great to be living in 
Romulus right now.” 

Budget hearings will continue 
for the next two months. In accor¬ 
dance with state law, municipali¬ 
ties are required to file their 
approved budgets by June 30. 


Budyst - County assistance helps avoid service cuts 


News in 
brief 

“File for life” cards 
are now available 

The Romulus Senior 
Center in conjunction 
with the Fire Department 
will offer “File for Life” 
cards at the senior center 
beginning today. The 
bright red card - which 
seniors are advised to 
attach to their refngera- 
tor - allows emergency 
personnel to obtain cru¬ 
cial information in case a 
senior is incapacitated. 
The red card allows for a 
photo of the person in a 
dwelling, and the 
attached white card 
allows the occupant to Ust 
conditions, medications 
and other information so 
paramedics can begin 
treating the person. Fire 
Chief David Allison said 
the cards can eliminate a 
number of confusing situ¬ 
ations that arise when a 
resident has an emer¬ 
gency, but is unable to 
verbally provide medical 
information. Cards cost 
$1, but no resident will be 
turned away because of 
their inability to pay. For 
more information or to 
obtain a card, call the 
Romulus Senior Center 
at (734) 942-6852. 

Book sale scheduled 

The Friends of the 
Romulus Public Library 
used book sale will begin 
on Monday, April 18. The 
sale will run through 
Wednesday, April 20, with 
a special bag day on April 
23. Both hardcover and 
paperbacks are included 
in the sale with a handful 
of audio books. Fiction 
and non-fiction books are 
available. The bag day 
means book lovers can' 
purchase books by the 
bagful for only $1.50. The 
Romulus Public Library 
is located at 11121 Wayne 
Road, next door to city 
hall. For more informa¬ 
tion, call the library at 
(734)942-7589. 

FVee clothing available 

People in need of new 
and used men’s, women’s 
and children’s clothing 
are invited to attend the 
Maranatha Gospel 
Church free clothing give¬ 
away from noon to 6 p.m. 
on Saturday, April 30. The 
church hosts ft^ee clothing 
events several times a 
year to help area resi¬ 
dents in need. The cloth¬ 
ing is in good condition 
and is collected by 
parishioners of the 
church. The church is 
located at 35413 Beverly 
Road, between Merriman 
and Wayne roads. For 
more information, call 
the church at (734) 968- 
7203. 
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SlfflUtT, Raymond 

Raymond P Stewart, 68, a 36-year resi¬ 
dent of the Romulus area, died April 4 
Among his survivors are his wife, Patricia 
A (Tush) Stewart; sons, Kenneth P (Jennifer) 
Stewart of Taylor and Randy P Stewart of 
Romulus; daughters, Carolyn M. (Kevin) 
Welch of Romulus and Laurie A (Mark) 


Kropog of Commerce Township; brothers, 
Ralph (MoUie) Stewart of Danbury and Billy 
(Kay) Stewart of Lake Placid, Fla.; five 
grandchildren, and a great-grandchild 
Funeral services were at the Crane 
Funeral Home in Romulus with Pastor 
Robert J. White of Grace Baptist Church in 
Belleville officiating 


Cremation rites have been accorded. 

BALLESTEROS, Anecita 

Anecita G. Ballestetxjs, 69, a 30-year resi¬ 
dent of Belleville, died March 3. 

Among her survivors are her sisters, 
Florita Britt and Lina Ballesteros, both of 
Belleville, and a niece, April. 


Mrs. Ballesteros was a member of SL 
Anthony Catholic Church where Father 
Thomas H. Cusick celebrated a funeral 
mass for hen 

Cremation rites were accorded. 

Arrangements were entrusted to the 
David C. Brown Funeral Home in 
Belleville 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
APRIL 5, 2005 

Supervisor King called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor King, Clerk Payne, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee Herman, 
Trustee Jahr and Trustee Rochowiak. Absent and excused: None. Others in atten¬ 
dance: Planning and Economic Development Director Kelley, Public Safety Director 
Champagne, Recreation and Facilities Director Ross, Environmental Director 
Swallow, Deputy Public Safety Director Smolen, Lieutenant Kenneth Brooks, 
Planning and Zoning Administrator Pugsley, Water and Sewer Director Duha, Special 
Events Coordinator Mutch, Executive Assistant Ireland, Secretary Cline and an audi¬ 
ence of fifty-seven (57). 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Payne moved, Budd seconded to approve the agenda as 
amended to table New Business Item #1 “Consider approval of: a) Creation of the 
position Information Technology (IT) Coordinator, b) IT Coordinator job description 
and salary range, c) IT Coordinator candidate search.” from consideration in order to: 
1) Review and update the current IT systems management contract specifications for 
the Township that could include the preparation of a new request for proposal and "a 
search for companies to bid these specifications. 2) Review the fiscal impacts and 
perhaps better measure whether the Township should use an outside contractor or 
move to hire staff to manage the IT systems and be directly on the Township payroll. 
3) Better understand and flush out tlie position by some members of the Board that 
these proposed changes to the Department of Public Safety may in fact interfere with 
needs in other Township Departments. 4) And finally to confirm the proposed 
improvements can be done for less cost to the Township. Carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING: None. 

MINUTES: Budd moved. Hart seconded to approve the Work Study Session Minutes 
of March 14, 2005 as presented. Carried. 

Hart moved, Herman seconded to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 
March 15, 2005 as presented. Carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Director Champagne acknowledged Sergeant Laurain for 
his recent graduation fi-om the FBI academy. 

Supervisor King, Director Champagne, Lieutenant Brooks and Trustee Hart 
announced the promotions of Police Officer Michael Moening and Detective Mark 
Buckberry to the rank of Sergeant and presented them with their badges. Supervisor 
King, Director Champagne, Deputy Director Smolen, Trustee Hart and Treasurer 
Budd announced the promotions of Fire Lieutenants Anthony Karver and David 
Mclnally to the rank of Captain; Acting Lieutenants Daniel Besson and David 
Traskos to the rank of Lieutenant; Firefighters David Tozer and William Gage to the 
rank of Lieutenant and presented them with their badges. 

Supervisor King acknowledged Captain Karver who has coordinated Van Buren 
Township’s annual blood drive stating Van Buren Township has received an award 
from the American Red Cross for being the most improved community. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS: Budd moved, Jahr seconded to approve the sale of Township 
owned property known as 687 Savage Road, tax number VI25-83-105-99-0061-000 
in an amount of $50,000 to Habitat for Humanity of Western Wayne County, with the 
condition that a lien be placed upon the property in the amount of $50,000 until such 
time as Habitat for Humanity has satisfied and provided documentation meeting the 
requirements of the Housing of Urban Development (HUD) and Van Buren Township 
guidelines to serve and benefit a low to moderate income family and that Wayne 
County approves the use of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
for this project and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to execute appropriate docu¬ 
ments, drafted by Township legal counsel, to conclude the transaction. Carried. 

Payne moved, Rochowiak seconded to approve the lot split of parcel V125-83-112- 
02-0083-000, lot 83, Roulo’s Subdivision, in accordance with the Parcel Division 
Board memorandum dated March 17, 2005, specifically noting items one through 
seven. Carried. 


treatment facility in Wyandotte, approves the financing contract and State Revolving 
Fund (SRF) bond issuance in an amount not to exceed $4,760,000, obliges Van Buren 
Township to pay its share of the annual debt service on the bonds, pledges its full 
faith and credit, and authorizes the Supervisor, Clerk and all other officials of Van 
Buren to take all actions necessary for issuance of the bond. Carried. 

Jahr moved, Herman seconded to adopt Resolution 2005-15 which approves con¬ 
struction of certain improvements to the Downriver Sewage Disposal System waste- 
water treatment facility in Wyandotte, approves the financing contract and bond 
issuance in an amount not to exceed $3,805,000, obliges Van Buren Township to pay 
its share of the annual debt service on the bonds, pledges its fiill faith and credit, and 
authorizes the Supervisor, Clerk and all other officials of Van Buren to take all actions 
necessary for issuance of the bond. Carried. 

Rochowiak moved, Payne seconded to approve Hydro Designs Inc.’s proposal dated 
March 22, 2005 to provide a cross-connection control program for non-residential 
water accounts for a three-year period and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to 
execute the contract. Carried. 

Payne moved. Hart seconded to adopt Resolution 2005-16 approving the Van Buren 
Estates Ash Tree Replacement Project. Carried. 

Hart moved, Payne seconded to approve the contract for the Van Buren Estates Ash 
Tree Replacement Project between the Charter Township of Van Buren and Reliable 
Landscaping, Inc. in the amount of $21,300, with a 10 percent contingency budget in 
the amount of $2,130, and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to execute the con¬ 
tract. Carried. 

Budd moved. Hart seconded to approve the 2005 Fireworks contract with Great 
Lakes Fireworks, and to authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to execute the contract. 
Carried. 

Rochowiak moved, Herman seconded to adopt Resolution 2005-17 opposing the 
Executive Office of the United States proposed changes to the budget and operation 
of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program. Carried. 

Budd moved. Hart seconded to approve the contract with Midwest Waterproofing 
Company for improvements to the Belleville Area Museum building located at 405 
Main Street, at a cost of $11,200 noting money will be transferred from the Landfill 
Fund to the Capital Improvement Fund to cover this cost. Carried. 

VOUCHER LIST: Budd moved. Hart seconded to approve the April 5, 2005 vouch¬ 
er list as presented. Carried. 

REPORTS: None. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Wayne County Department of Environment is sponsoring a 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection on Saturday, April 16th from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at the Romulus Civic Center located at 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus. For 
more information contact the Wayne County Department of Environment at 
734.326.3936. 

The Board Meeting of Tuesday, May 3, 2005 has been canceled due to the Election 
on Tuesday, May 3, 2005 where voters will choose school board members in both Van 
Buren and Lincoln school districts. New Voter Identification Cards will be mailed to 
all registered voters in Van Buren Township due to the consolidation of elections not¬ 
ing your polling location will be your regular municipal polling location. 

On Wednesday, April 6th a blood drive will be held at Trinity Episcopal Church. 

The Drive-In Dog Clinic will be held on Saturday, May 7, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at the Water and Sewer building located behind Township Hall. 

Deputy Director Smolen stated last year the Van Buren Fire Department help fulfill a 
Make a Wish request from Denver Jackson, a local youth who has been battling 
leukemia by attending his birthday party. Denver wanted to thank the Fire 
Department and the Make a Wish Foundation and has his own website where you can 
purchase his artwork at www.Denveri .com with proceeds going to these groups. On 
Saturday, April 16th and 17th his artwork will be sold at the Belleville Road Wal- 
Mart. In addition, on Saturday May 14th at Van Buren Park from 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Denver and the Make a Wish Foundation will be hosting a Fundraiser Fun Day. 


Hart moved, Budd seconded to approve the appointment of Andrea Gomick to the 
Public Safety Committee with term to expire July 30, 2006 and to acknowledge Holly 
Konrad for her service. Carried. 

Jahr moved, Herman seconded to adopt Resolution 2005-13 to approve Supplement 
#15 to the Downriver Sewage Disposal System Financing Plan and Final Judgment, 
to affirm the Township’s intent to finance its share of the Supplement #15 improve¬ 
ments with bonds to be issued by Wayne County in a maximum principal amount not 
to exceed $15,790,000 (total for all communities), to approve issuance of the bonds 
by Wayne County, to authorize the Supervisor, Clerk and all other officials of Van 
Buren to take all actions necessary for issuance of the bond, and to acknowledge the 
requirement to levy judgment payment millage for annual debt service payments if 
not paid in cash by September 30th of each year. Carried. 

Payne moved. Hart seconded to adopt Resolution 2005-14 which approves construc¬ 
tion of certain improvements to the Downriver Sewage Disposal System wastewater 


Special Events Coordinator Mutch announced upcoming events: Sunday, May 1st a 
Mother/Daughter Tea Party will be held at Van Buren Township in the Community 
Center. Also, on Friday, May 13th a Mother/Son Rock N’ Bowl Night will be held 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Lodge Lanes. To register and for more information 
please call 734.699.8921. 

AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): None. 

CLOSED SESSION: None. 

ADJOURNMENT: Hart moved, Payne seconded to adjourn at 9:18 p.m. Carried. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Joannie D. Payne, CMC Cindy C. King 

Township Clerk Township Supervisor 

Publish: April 14, 2005 















I April 14,2005 


The Journal Newspapers 


Page 5 


Opinion 


How much is too much? 

Anyone that has served in public ofiBce will tell you it’s not just the 
time at city council or township trustee meetings that takes up the 
bulk of their time. 

There are always subcommittee assignments where officials dis¬ 
cuss upcoming issues; many serve as liaisons to - if not appointments 
on - other boards and commissions or subcommittees, too. It’s often 
the case, in fact, that the discussion residents see at the meetings, or 
on cable or read about in newspaper l^al notices is the end result of 
a lot of prior planning, prior discussion and information gathering. 

There’s clearly a lot for them to do. 

Recently, though, a couple of situations have come up that have 
caused us and others to ask; how much is too much? 

In Northville Township, for example, officials have discussed - in 
the preliminary stages - a potential land swap between a prominent 
developer and the township. The exchange would net the township 
more than 150 acres of land suited for research and development use, 
while they would have to give up 15 acres of residentially-zoned land 
- provided they rezoned it for commercial use. 

Again, it’s just in the discussion phases. Because the township may 
ultimately want to lease the land, and because they can’t legally do so, 
the transaction has to take place with the Economic Development 
Corporation (EDC). The EDC must come up with a plan for both sites, 
a model for how they’d fund the purchase from the township and then 
I present it to the township planning commission and ultimately, the 
I board of trustees. 

i The sticky point, according to some of those who oppose the idea - 

including Township Trustee Christopher Roosen - is that one person 
may be central to all of those bodies. Trustee Marv Cans is an elected 
trustee, appointed to the planning commission. He also chairs the 
EDC board and is heavily involved in recreation through the FYiends 
of Northville Parks and Recreation, a group that he formed. 

Obviously, there’s a conflict of interest there, with one person 
involved in developing the plan and presenting it to the board of 
trustees. It’s unfortunate, though, that Cans has had to bear the 
increased scrutiny brought up by this discussion and people have 
questioned his motives. He’s served on both boards long before this 
' issue even came up. He and other township officials recognize the 
conflict and know that, if it proceeds beyond the discussion phase, 
he’ll have to step down from either the EDC or the planning commis¬ 
sion Cans’ motives have always been sincere. He simply wants what’s 
best for the community and has dedicated a large portion of his life to 
pushing that ideal, striving for that goal. 

The same can be said for Wayne Mayor A1 Haidous. His name 
came up at a recent Wayne City Council meeting, where members of 
the council were deciding who should best serve on separate subcom¬ 
mittees to evaluate City Manager John Zech and City Attorney Dick 
Clark. They’re three-member committees and Haidous appoints 
members to both of them. In fact, he put himself on both committees. 

The reason he gave was fairly logical: as the mayor, he had more 
detailed workings with each of the two positions, better knowledge of 
how they performed. It makes sense in that regard. Some members of 
the council, though, argued that it gave him too much leeway on such 
a small committee and too much input over two of the arguably most 
important posts in the City of Wayne. 

That, too, makes sense. In fact, Haidous’ argument can almost be 
used against him; his familiarity with the pair would give him a per¬ 
fect reason to appoint someone other than himself to the committees. 

How much is too much? We supposed it’s a good problem for com¬ 
munities to have. It’s nice to know that there are people serving with 
the experience and expertise to cast informed votes - and provide 
valuable input - on so many different issues. 

It’s also important to note, though, that there are plenty of other 
qualified people out there, with their own desires to serve. 




Journal 


N E W S P A P E R S 



NATIONAL NEWSPAPERS 
ASSOCIATION 


The Canton Journal • The Northville Journal • The Plymouth Journal 

Publications of Willow Media, L.L.C. , 

The Canton Eagle • The Belleville Enterprise • The Inkster ledger Star 
The Romulus Roman • The Wayne Eagle • The Westland Eagle 


David J. Willett Susan Willett Douglas Willett 

President Publisher General Manager 


Sean Rhaesa 
Art Director 

Rob Young 

Advertising Sales Manager 


Scott Spielman 
Editor 

Eric Radcliffe 

Special Projects Coordinator 


The Journal Newspapers are published Thursdays 
at 35540 Michigan Ave., Wayne, Michigan, 48184. 

Central office hours are 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

Phone 734-467-1900 

for general business, advertising or editorial information. 



H6W Ate MA#»A6e 


NOdM6Kft«W5 
iWtAT IT ACWAccy 
iS// 


Seasoned with success 


Perception is everything 
That was part of the message behind the mes¬ 
sage of Greg Baracy, superintendent of the Wayne- 
Westland School District Hiesday aftemooa 

Baracy and the district hosted the sixth annual 
Realtor’s luncheon at Taft-Galloway Elementary 
school. The event was designed to point out the dif¬ 
ference between what people think of the school 
district and what is actually going on there. 

It was the second of two events designed to spot¬ 
light the district on Tuesday. The first had more for¬ 
mal business involved, a kindergarten round-up 
geared to provide the district with information 
about the incoming students and provide those stu¬ 
dents and their parents information about the dis¬ 
trict 

I’m glad I went to the luncheon, because it hit 
something I’ve constantly thought about right on the 
head. The school district is improving; it’s a great 
place to send your kids. It only suffers &x)m the per¬ 
ception of those who don’t know what’s been going 
in during the last several years. 

I hear it all the time. It doesn’t matter where I 
am, there’s usually someone who wants to talk 
down the districL portray it in an unfavorable light 
That’s one of the reasons I went I get tired of 
hearing about it 

Here are some of the things Baracy pointed out 
during his brief speech at the end of the program. 
The district has performed well on its Education 
Yes! report cards, showing B’s across the board. 
That’s comparable or better than neighboring dis¬ 
tricts. Every school in the district has recently gone 
through a renovation project recently as in the past 
five years. There’s updated technology to go with 
the updated facilities, work being done on athletic 


fields, no cuts have been made 
to services, and Wayne- 
Westland athletes don’t have to 
pay to participate in high school sports. 

Add in the things that other schools don’t have - 
notably the William D. Fbrd Career Technical facili¬ 
ty, which provides vocational training for tradition¬ 
al and non-tradition (i.e. non-college bound) stu¬ 
dents alike. There are 23 different programs there, 
from computer-aided design to auto shop to culi¬ 
nary arts and nursing. 

The district gets a higher foundation allowance, 
at $7,396, than Plymouth-Canton, too. 

I knew most of this - I researched it before I 
moved into Wayne. Sure, I picked my house and 
neighborhood because I could afford it (well, 
almost), but it was the school district that sold me. 

So the luncheon was geared toward real estate 
agents, for the most part It was designed to high- 
li^t the positives, but those positives were based in 
fact with solid numbers, not merely pretty words 
and a tasty salad. 1 think it’s a neat program, one 
designed to give those Realtors an easier time of 
selling homes in the district which will bring in 
more people, more young families, which will in 
turn bring in more money and more students to the 
district I particularly liked the way Baracy present¬ 
ed the information - not to take anything away fixim 
the neighboring districts, but merely to disprove the 
negative perceptions about the district 

Even afterward, there may still be the percep¬ 
tion that the Wayne-WesUand School district is not 
up to par with some other communities where 
$300,(X)0 homes are on the lower end of the price 
scale, but that perception is wrong But don’t take 
my word for it; check the numbers. 



Only the name is the same 


Martin Luther King, Stephen King, Burger 
[ing There are thousands of ways to say it and use 
, along with thousands of people who have it the 
ist name King 

According to a website based on genealogy, 
ling comes frem the Old English origin “cyning” 
/hich originally meant “tribal leader.” This nick- 
lame was commonly bestowed on a man who car- 
ied himself like royalty (something that I always 
lo), or who played the part of a king in a medieval 
>ageant (which I hope I never do). Occasionally, 
he name was given to a man who served in a royal 
lousehold (which my household is far fix)m.) 

When I Asked Jeeves, how many people in the 
Jnited States have the last name King he told me: 
Cing is number 30 on the most common last name 
ist and, although less than .19 percent of the peo- 
)le in the United States have the last name, there 
ire still 475,000 people in tlie United States that do 



have it 

This just proves my point 
The last name King is popular 

I have never formally traced 
my genealogical tree before, but after numerous 
questions, inquires, declarations and accusations 
of people convinced—^no, actually telluig me—that 
I am the daughter of Cindy King, supervisor of Van 
Buren Township, I’ve decided today is going to be 
the day. 

Who knows, maybe I am related? 

I had no clue where to start so what better way 
to find your true family history than the Internet? 

I began to search genealogy.aboutcom for the 
basics on how to get started on a family tree. The 
website directed me to interview my relatives 
starting with my mom and dad. (Here’s the first 

See Name, page 6 
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Easy to say - but so hard to tako action to help 


I ran into an old friend the other day, 
and at first didn’t recognize him. Jimmy 
was looking bad; he had death-pallor gray 
colored skin. 

“Good God, you look terrible.” 

“It’s been bad,” Jimmy said. “My 
dau^ter, Olivia, died two months ago.” 

I was stunned. 

“She was 11 years old,” Jimmy said. 

The last time Fd seen Olivia, she was 
about 5 and full of energy despite poor 
health since she was bora Dark eyes and 
curly dark hair, a beautiful child, one 
you’d see in magazines. 

“God. I’m sorry,” I said touching his 
ana ‘"What happened?” 

“Cancer” 

‘Tm deeply sorry.” 

The next day we talked agaia Jimmy 
had been locked in his house, isolated 
from the world, devastated into deep 
depressioa 

“I know what to do,” he said, “but, 
doing it is the hardest thing Fve had to do. 
I start to cry and then shut down feeling 
guilty about crying 

‘T know she was a teacher, but of what, 
I can’t understand now. She was always 
cheerful, even in her most desperate 
hoiu^ 

“Watching her those final days was 
brutal,” Jimmy said, and went silent 

‘Thank God, I’ve never had to face 
what you’re going throu^” I said. “And, I 


agree that taking the action to reestablish 
strong faith is incredibly difficult if I keep 
asking why. So, I have to get past the 
anger, past the "Whys,’ and ‘Why mes,’ and 
accept what is, because I can do nothing 
to change what happened. I can only 
change how I respond or react to it 

“Only when the ‘F is released, and the 
‘we’ embraced does relief come. 

“I cannot embrace the ‘we’ when I am 


Having no idea who Kid Rock was at 
the time. Merle stalled, while quickly 
thumbing through Billboard Magazine. He 
found Kid Rock’s song Cowboy was num¬ 
ber one. 

‘’Oh, Hank loves Kid Rock,” exclaimed 
Mr. Kilgore. ‘’He loves the song Cowboy. 
Hank would love to woric with Kid Rock.” 

Pure Merle. 

Good night Merle, you brought a lot of 



joy to a tired world. 
You did good. 


Save $4.50 on Jerry’s book: “Life is a 
Joke and God Wrote it,” Normally $19.50, it 
is $15.. Just clip this notice or ad and send 
check or money order to: Jerry Stanecki, 
PO. Box 121 Bloomfield HiUs, MI 48303. To 
receive a thought for the week or contact 
jerry please go to: wwwjerrystaneckicom 


isolating It’s only when I go against my ^^/l crv 

will and allow others to help, that the > - - clip, send & save $4.50- 


wounds begin to heaL” 

Life.. .it’s so fi^le. 

The next day, I learned of the death of 
another fiiend. Merle Kilgore, songwriter, 
country performer and manager to Hank 
Williams Jr., died in Mexico while imder- 
going treatment for lung cancer 

The year 2004 had been a bad one for 
Merle. Heart surgery; two back opera¬ 
tions and cancer Brutal blows, I know, for 
this man who was always positive, who 
always lit up a room when he walked in. 

Merle who wrote hit songs like Rmg of 
Fire, and Wolverton Mountain, began his 
show business career toting the guitar of 
Hank Williams Sr 

Merle had a lot of PT Bamum in him. 
Peter Cooper wrote in The Tennessean 
about the time Punch Andrews, Kid 
Rock’s manager, called Merle saying Kid 
would like to meet Hank Jr and maybe 
even record with him. 
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hint, they do not live in Belleville.) 

So I did- The jist of what my mom told 
me was that I am mainly English, Fhench, 
Polish and possibly German- 

OK, that’s a start, but Fm really not get¬ 
ting anywhere. 

Next, I was to select a surname or a 
maiden name to research- Alri^t, so that 
would be Woolley. (Hint number two, I 
don’t think thafs the supervisor’s maiden 
name.) 

Lastly, Fm supposed to continue to visit 
cemeteries, courthouses, churches and 


other places where my family has lived, 
organize my newly found information 
and, when I have gone as far as I can go, 
step back and take a break. 

I think I have reached that point 

After my genealogical findings and 
proof of my birth certificate, I would like 
to clear the air and say: I am not the 
daughter of Supervisor Cindy King I con¬ 
sider her a fine leader and a helpful per¬ 
son to work with, but, once again, I am not 
related to her 

Besides, if I were, wouldn’t that be a 
conflict of interest? 

In any case, I may not be the daughter 
of Supervisor Cindy King, but my mom’s 
name is Cynthia. Her friends call her 
Cindy for short 


CITY OF ROMULUS 
NOTICE OF LETTING 

BID NUMBER 04 / 05 -28 

CITY OWNED PROPERTY 


Sealed Bids will be received in the of rice of the City Clerk, 11111 Wayne Road, 
Romulus, Michigan 48174-1485 until 2:00 p.m. Prevailing Eastern Time on May 9, 
2005. Bids will be opened at 2:15 p.m. on May 9, 2005 in the City of Romulus 
Community Room, (lower level). 

FOR SALE CITY OWNED PROPERTY 


PARCEL NUMBER 

STREET LOCATION 

LOT SIZE 

1. 007 01 0934 000 

Merriman 

66 X 609 

2. 020 02 0015 000 

Wayne 

40 X 130 

3. 020 02 0017 000 

Wayne 

84 x 130 

4. 020 03 0010 000 

Waynecourse 

60 X 240 

5. 020 03 0014 000 

Waynecourse 

60 X 240 

6. 020 03 0017 000 

Waynecourse 

60 X 240 

7. 020 03 0020 000 

Waynecourse 

60 X 240 

8. 020 99 0018 000 

Wayne 

101 X 185 

9. 020 99 0019 701 

Wayne 

101 X 185 

BID PACKETS may be picked up at the City of Romulus Assessor’s Office, 11111 
Wayne Road, Romulus 

Publish: April 14, 2005 

April 28,2005 




“This book is a futi meal for your heart and soul.” 

Tim Allen, comedian I Actor 

If your life is joyous, happy and free of fear doni read this. If you want to be 
genuinely happy, overcome adversity, be free of fear and anxiety: 

“Life is a Joke and God Wrote it,” is your next must read, j 

“You provide ideas that we can practice right away to make our days 
richer and more meaningful.*’ Christian Belz Warren, Michigan 

m 
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“Life is a Joke and God Wrote it,” 

By Jerry Stanecki 

Syndicated columnist, life advisor and happy man. 

“Stanecki's guide to rising out of the ashes. If s good stuff.” 
Elmore Leonard New York Times Best Selling Author 




ORDER YOUR COPY NOW, $19.50 (Tax,-S&H included) 
PO Box 121 Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48303 

(If you'd like book signed by Jerry please note to whom) 
JOURNAL READERS SPECIAL PRICE $ 15.00 total 
Personal Life Coach - Motivational Speaker - Corporate Consultant 

www.jerrystanecki.com 


% 


1954 PA 188 Proceedings 
Notice of Street Lighting Special Assessment Hearing 
Rolan Meadows Subdivision 
Charter Township of Van Buren 
Wayne County, Michigan 

TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE CHARTER TOWN¬ 
SHIP OF VAN BUREN, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER 
INTERESTED PERSONS: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that as a result of petitions by the developer and property 
owners within the Township signed by the record owners of land whose footage con¬ 
stitutes more than 50 percent of the total footage of the hereinafter described as 
Rolan Meadows Subdivision Street Lighting Special Assessment District and the 
Township Board of the Charter Township of Van Buren proposes to purchase, con¬ 
struct and maintain street lights and to create a special assessment district for the 
recovery of the cost thereof by special assessment against the properties benefited 
therein 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the District within which the foregoing 
improvements are proposed to be constructed and within which the cost thereof is 
proposed to be assessed is more particularly described as follows: Rolan Meadows 
Subdivision, lots 1-60 inclusive. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township has received a preliminary 
street lighting layout plan from Detroit Edison indicating 12 street lights to be con¬ 
structed with an annual operating cost of $3,726.39. This plan is on file at the 
Township Clerk’s Office and is available for examination and will further be avail¬ 
able at the public hearing. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a public hearing upon the proposed street 
lighting project design and cost will be held at the Charter Township of Van Buren 
Municipal Center at 46425 Tyler Road, Belleville, Michigan, commencing at 7:30 
p.m on April 19, 2005. 

At such hearing, the board will consider any written objections to any of the forego¬ 
ing matters which might be filed with said board at or prior to the time of said hear¬ 
ing as well as any revisions, corrections, amendments, or changes to said Plans, 
Estimates and Costs or to said Special Assessment District. 

All interested persons are invited to be present at the aforesaid time and place and to 
submit comments concerning any of the foregoing. 

*In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, accommodations can be 
made available with advance notice. 

Joannie Payne 
Township Clerk 

Publish: April 7, 2005 
April 14, 2005 
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Sports 


Toney, Hill lead Northville soccer with 8 goals 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Northville’s Danielle Toney and Lauren Hill are at it 
agaia They’re scoring machines on a mission to defend 
their state championship. 

Last year, the dynamic duo combined for 53 goals - 
Toney scored 29 and Hill, 24 - to lead the Mustang varsity 
soccer team to a state championship. 

So far this year, in just three games, the two have scored 
eight of the teams’ nine goals. Hill has racked up five. 
Toney recorded the other three. 

Hill was an offensive force when they faced neighbor¬ 
ing rivals Novi on Saturday. She scored three of the team’s 
four goals in the 4-4 tie. 

It was Toney though that got things going for the mus¬ 
tangs. Just 3:30 into the first half, she dribbled the ball past 
two defenders and knocked it past the goalie for a 1-0 lead 

‘T was a little nervous,” said Northville Coach Ron 
Meteyer. “It was a lot like when we played them last year. 


We scored quickly but they ended up winning the game, 4- 
1. Normally when you take a quick lead the girls tend to let 
their guard down, thinking it will be easier than they 
thought” 

The girls further unnerved their coach with a second 
quick goal. This time it was Hill who lofted the ball toward 
the net from about 40 yards out and past the outstretched 
hands of the goalie. That put the ‘Stangs up 2-0 in the fii'st 
half 

Novi didn’t lay down, though. With about 14:37 left in 
the half they scored off of a corner kick to bite into 
Northville’s lead, 2-1. Then, with about 8:16 left in the half 
Novi squared things up with a shot from about 45 yards 
out With help from the wind, the ball sailed over the 
hands of junior goalie Katie Weicksel. 

About a minute later Novi drove the ball in deep, with 
Northville’s defense leaving a player wide open at the cor¬ 
ner of the net The pass was good and so was the goal. Novi 
took their first lead of the game. 

Tlie lead didn’t last too long. About 35 seconds later. 


Hill, from Toney, knocked in the equalizer to make it a 3-3 
game. With time still remaining in the first half. Hill com¬ 
pleted her hat trick when she one-touched Alaina 
Wolo^’s shot in for a 4r3 lead. 

Northville tried to hold Novi off in the second half but, 
with about 23:02 left in the game, the Wildcats evened the 
score at 4-4 

Last year Northville lost to Novi at the beginning of the 
season but came back in the district tournament and 
defeated them. 

“It’s hard to be the better team twice,” Meteyer said, 
“but it’s also hard to judge who might come out on top in a 
second meeting when the first game ends with a 44 tie. We 
may not even face them again this year.” 

Northville 3, South Lyon 1 

Northville came out on top, 3-1, in their first contest of 
the year against South I^yon last Wednesday at home. 

‘They were a better team than the one we saw last 

See Mustangs, page 9 



Dearborn Heights Robichaud varsity girls’ track coach Warren Woods (left) stands with three of the 
four members of his 4x200 relay team, Kiana Sledge, Lyndsay Gibson and Latisha Stdckard. The 
fourth member, Hamidah Ali is not pictured. The team recently won first place in their first meet 
against Melvindale last Thursday. 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Although the Dearborn 
Heists Robichaud girls’ varsi¬ 
ty track team is young, Coach 
Warren Woods said he is excit¬ 
ed to get the season going and 
see what they can do. 

The team only has two start¬ 
ing seniors this year. The rest 
of the team is comprised of 
juniors, sophomores and some 
stellar freshman. 

“I want people to know that 
there’s girls’ track at 
Robichaud and some great 
girls running track,” he said. 
“We set our goals high. We 
want to win the Mega Gold 
divisioa Kennedy and Rouge 
will be up there at die top, but 
we’ll be ri^t there with them.” 

Captains Lyndsay Gibson, 
Ashley Winston and Latisha 
Stockard will lead the Lady 
Bulldogs. 

Gibson, a senior who is slat¬ 
ed to head to the University of 
Cinciimati, is the most experi¬ 
enced of the team members, 
having run with the Michigan 


Accelerators during the off sea- 
soa Her specially is the 300- 
meter hurdles but she will also 
participate in the 4!{200-meter 
and the 4x400-meter relay 
events. 

“We’re looking .for her to 
have a great season and to 
qualify for states,” Woods said. 
“She’s been working hard and 
helping with the other girls 
because she’s so experienced.” 

Winston, another senior, 
specializes in the half mile but 
told Woods that she would par¬ 
ticipate in aiQ^ event he asked 
her to, including the discus and 
the shot-put 

“She’s one of those athletes 
that I can put anywhere that I 
need to,” he said. 

Stockard, only a sophomore, 
will participate in the 4x200- 
meter relay with Gibson She 
will also compete in the open 
200-meter, the long jump and 
the hi^ jump. Last year, as a 
freshman, she was a state-qual¬ 
ifier in the 200m and the hi^ 
jump. 

The team will get more 
experience from second-year 


returnee junior Nadiyah Myles 
who will specialize in the 100- 
yard dash. 

The Bulldog will also have 
four freshmen that will offer 
their talents to the team. Kiana 
Sledge, who also ran with the 
Michigan Accelerators in the 
off season, will be the third 
person in the 4x200 relay. 
She’ll also run the 4x400 relay, 
an open 400m and the quarter 
mile. 

Rahman Hamidah Ali will 
round out the 4x200m relay 
team. The ftiture stai* will also 
run the 4x400ra relay and the 
100m hurdles. 

Erica Lopez is the fourth 
fi:«shman on the roster. She’ll 
hit the track in 4xl00-meter 
relay, the 4x400-meter relay 
and the open 400. 

“She’s going to do some spe¬ 
cial things for us this year,” 
Woods said. 

Sophomore distance runner 
Jasmine Mays will compete in 
the two-mile event 

Assistant Coach Taia Pniitt- 

See Track, page 9 


Rocket tennis team 
searches for wins 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


John Glenn’s new varsity ten¬ 
nis coach Jeff Galunas is trying to 
make the best of a depleted, 
makeshift and inexperienced 
team. 

So far it’s been a tough start to 
a season that’s bound to get 
tougher. The Rockets have lost 
their first three games and have 
only won one match. 

Michael Galunas recorded the 
only victory when he defeated 
Garden City’s Chris Kolakowski 
(6-2,6-4) at the No. 1 singles posi¬ 
tion in the opening meet last 
Wednesday. He is only one of 
three seniors on the team. The 
rest of the team is comprised of 
freshmen, 
sophomores 
and one junior. 

“The team is 
doing about 
what I expect¬ 
ed,” said Coach 
Galunas. “We 
would be doing 
considerably 
better if we had 
a couple of 
seniors that we 
lost before the season.” 

“Right now our doubles teams 
and singles are playing one notch 
above their playing level,” he 
added. “We even have some kids 
that are picking up a racket for 
the first time.” 

Galunas, a first-year coach at 
the high school, has played and 
coached tennis for more than 45 
years. He still plays competitive¬ 
ly. He has played in USTA tour¬ 
naments and money tourna¬ 
ments where he said he didn’t 
win any money but got better as a 
player. He also has coached little 
league baseball and soccer. He 
has coached tennis privately 
until the position at the high 
school opened up. 

“It’s been a good learning 
challenge for me teaching high 
school aged kids,” he said. “I’m 


used to instructing adults, but 
I’ve enjoyed it to this point” 

Jake Delpiano is another 
senior who has started the last 
two matches against Farmington 
Harrison and Thurston at the 
No. 2 singles position. Against 
Garden City, he played with 
senior Jake Fisher on the No. 1 
doubles team. Fisher now plays 
with junior Brandon Nikola on 
the first team. 

The Rockets have had to for¬ 
feit matches due to a depleted 
lineup, but with some juggling 
and possibly new players the ros¬ 
ter will fill up soon, Galunas said. 

FVeshman Tim Smolen, new 
to the team last week, made his 
start at No. 3 singles, replacing 
freshman Josh Vowles. Vowles is 
now on the No. 
4 doubles team 
with fellow 
freshman 
J a c 0 r y 
Fhjwner 

Sophomores 
Justin Dorosh 
and Kory FVost 
appear to be set 
as the No. 2 
team and 
sophomores 
Nolen Langlois and Nikhil 
Kolothia have been playing as 
the No. 3 team. 

Galunas said there could be 
some more juggling before they 
start conference play tomorrow 
at Northville. He said they could 
gain the experience of another 
senior if he decides to return. 

“We’re just another week or 
two from being competitive,” 
Galunas said. “Once they start 
buying into the system there will 
be a difference. 

“They’re a fun team,” he 
added. “We’re not as disciplined 
as we need to be, but experience 
controls that to certain extent” 

After their match up with 
Northville they will host their 
first of only five home games this 
season against Plymouth High 
School at 4:00 p.m. on Monday. 


We would be doing 
considerably better 
if we had a couple 
of seniors that 
we lost before 
the season. 
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Mustang hMers jump to 4-0 start to season 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 

So far, so good for the Northville varsity baseball 
squad. 

With a new coach, new system and only three seniors 
with extensive experience from last year, the ‘Stangs are 
undefeated throu^ four games. 

Coach John Kostzrewa has big shoes to fill this year 
after long-time coach Mickey Newman retired at the end 
of last season with a conference championship. 

“The expectations are going to be high,” Kostzrewa 
said. ‘Anytime you take over a conference championship 
team the expectations are going to be high. I’m just hop¬ 
ing to be able to build on that” 

Kostzrewa comes to the team with plenty of experi¬ 
ence. In college, he played the two premier positions on 
the field—catcher and pitcher. 

He was on the mound at the University of Kentucky 
and behind the plate when he transferred to Western 
Michigan University. 

“I learned a lot about pitching at Kentucky,” he said. 
“That’s what I’m trying to pass on to these kids—about 
being a pitcher, not just a thrower” 

Last year, he helped coach the freshmen team at 
Plymouth High School. He is also the strength and condi¬ 
tioning trainer at Northville High School and he still 
plays competitively in a 30 and older league. 


The team lost seven seniors from last year’s confer¬ 
ence championship team, but has some strong players 
returning. Senior All-State catcher Matt Williams will be 
back this year to lead the team. He recently received a 
full baseball scholarship to Duke University in the fall. 
Senior Steve Desk will be back on the mound this year. 

The rest of the infield will be new this seasoa Senior 
Andrew Smith, when not pitching, will play second base. 
Senior Rick Birdsall was moved from back-up catcher to 
third base this year Other returning seniors will be Tyler 
Laing and Michael O’Briea Dave Vanhorn will get some 
time on the mound, too. 

At first base, junior and monster hitter Charlie 
Thomas is set to return. But he was moved fix)m the out¬ 
field to first base this year. Junior Tim Parent and sopho¬ 
more Bryce Jenney will share time slinging from the 
mound. 

So far the team has made the proper adjustments and 
won their first four games against notable opponents 
South Lyon and Novi. 

Most recently they hosted Novi in a doubleheader on 
Saturday. They won the first game, 11-1. 

The Mustangs were down 1-0 after three innings but 
exploded with 11 runs after that for the victory. Williams 
spurred the assault with a lead-off double in the fourth. 

Besk recorded the win from the mound with seven 
strikeouts to go with the one run. He also ripped a triple 
and recorded two RBI fiem the plate. Birdsall was 2-for-3. 


“The fourth inning was probably the best inning often- ; - 
sively for a high school game,” Kostzrewa said. “It was a ; » 
really good team win offensively because everybody 
seemed to contribute.” j' 

The Mustangs won the second game, 3-2. 

Thomas led the offense, going 2-for-2 with five RBL 

Jenney and Parent combined for 12 strikeouts in the 
seven innings. 

Northville also defeated South Lyon in a doublehead- , 
er last Wednesday. In the first game they pulled out an 8-7 ■ 
victory. ; 

They led, 5-1, after three frames but some walks and 
errors gave the Lions a 6-5 lead. Williams came to the res- i 
cue again when he led off the next inning with a triple to 
get things going Northville battled back to win, 8-7. j 

Besk went 3-for-4 with a triple, an RBI and a run j 
scored while O’Brien went 2-for-3 with a double and two 
RBI. Birdsall was also 2-for-3. 

In the later game Jenney and Parent combined for 
seven strikeouts to blank South Lyon 4-0. 

“We’ve spent a lot of time on fundamentals and it’s 
paying off,” Kostzrewa said. “We’re being rewarded for all j 
of the hard work the kids are doing I can’t say enough 
about how much progress the kids have made in such a . 
short time.” 

Northville will head to West Bloomfield tonight and 
then to Dearborn on Friday They start their conference 
play when they host FYanklin at 4:00 p.m. on Monday. 


Plymouth Wildcat kickers ready for first season as varsily team 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


It’s tough to be a first-year var¬ 
sity soccer team anywhere. But 
in the Western Lakes Activity 
Association fWLAA), it will be 
baptism by fire for the Plymouth 
High School Wildcats varsity 
girls’ soccer squad. 

They haven’t played a confer¬ 


ence game yet but they’ve had six 
games to prepare them for the 
initiation this week. 

So far they’ve had mixed 
results with the six pre-WLAA 
games including their latest 0-0 
finish against Arm Arbor Huron 
on Monday night 

“I think this was probably the 
girls’ best game so far,” said 
Plymouth Coach John Delplace. 


Sophomore goalie Brittany 
Warner earned her third shutout 
that game. 

To start the season, they 
defeated Monroe, 2-0, last 
Wednesday at home 

In the first half sophomore 
Brittany Hengesh scored the 
team’s first varsity goal and gave 
them a 1-0 lead. Junior Liz 
Martin put the game away in the 


second half with her tally. 

Plymouth tried to add to the 
lead but couldn’t get past 
Monroe’s goalie agaia 

“We put a lot of pressure on 
them but just couldn’t find the 
back of the net,” Delplace said. 

Warner earned the win and 
shutout in net 

Things didn’t go as smooth 
when they hosted Rochester last 


Thursday night Plymouth was 
outmatched in the 7-0 loss. 

“Rochester has an outstanding 
team with two awesome for¬ 
wards,” Delplace said. “It was 
just an ugly game on our part” 

It was a 4-0 match after the 
first half 

Amanda Bowery scored three 
See Cats, page 9 
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Cats 

FROM PAGE 7 




/ have confidence that they will 
pick up as the season goes on. 


goals for Rochester and Shannon Murphy, 
Amber Brewster, Laura Pfeffer and 
Camille Smith-Winberry each added one 
goal. 

On Saturday the Wildcats participated 
in the Lake Orion Invitational. There, they 
stroked in their first two games but fin¬ 
ished out strong with a 3-0 win against 
Redford Unioa 

The team was short five juniors who 


Coach John Delplace 


took the day oflF to take the SATs. Delplace 
brought up three freshmen to help fill 
gaps in the roster. 

It was shaky at first They didn’t score a 
goal until the final game They started out 
with a 2-0 loss to Avondale and a 1-0 loss to 
St Claire. 

Delplace said Avondale was much 


quicker and more disciplined than his 
team was with quicker ball movement St 
Claire scored off a comer kick that went 
just past the finger tips of Warner in the 
first half In the second, Delplace said his 
girls got back into the game and put a lot of 
pressure on them but had trouble finding 
the back of the net agaia 

In the final match up against Redford 
Union they managed to find the back of 
the net a little easier. In the first half, 
sophomore Meredith Bailey lit up the 
scoreboard to give the ‘Cats a 1-0 lead 
before the break They came out strong in 
the second and freshman Aubry Warner 


knocked two more tallies in for the ‘Cats to 
give them the 3-0 wia 

Brittany Warner secured the shutout 
Despite the 2-3-1 start, Delplace is con¬ 
fident in his team. 

“The girls have only played all together 
twice because of the SATs,” he said. “I 
have confidence that they will pick up as 
the season goes oa” 

Plymouth’s first WLAA game was last 
night at John Glenn High School but the 
results were unavailable at press time. 
They host Ann Arbor Green Hills at 7:00 
tonight and Walled Lake Northern at 7:00 
p.m. on Monday. 


Track 

FROM PAGE 7 


Powell is in charge of the distance run¬ 
ners. She said she feels the girls are ready 
to hit the track 

“I think the girls are ready and can’t 
wait to get going,” she said. “I think we’ll 
have a pretty good team.” 


Mustangs 

FROM PAGE 7 


year,” Meteyer said. “They made some 
progress and are a well disciplined team— 
more than in the past” 

It took about 12 minutes for Toney to put 
the team on the board. She took a pass 
fix)m senior Amy Cauzillo on the left hand 
side and put in the net 

The Mustangs continued to pepper the 
goal with shots but couldn’t get anything 
else in until Hill punched in a pass from 
Toney to make it 2-0 at the half 

South Lyon responded 1:45 later and 
made it a 2-1 game. 

Hill put the game away, 3-1, with about 


The Bulldogs ran in their first meet last 
Thursday in Melvindale and pulled out a 
70-55 victory. 

The 4x200m relay team of Sledge, Ali, 
Stockard and Gibson won first place as 
did the 4x400m relay team of Sledge, Ali, 
Lopez and Gibsoa 

Gibson also took first in the 300m hur¬ 
dles and second in 100m hurdles. 
Stockard won the long jump competition 


14:16 left in the game. 

Northville 2, Dearborn 0 
Monday night’s game against Dearborn 
High School went as expected, according 
to Meteyer. He said that Dearborn, like last 
year, played a tough defense, hoping for a 
0-0 tie. It didn’t work Northville walked 
away with a 2-0 victory. 

The first half went scoreless but senior 
captain Jan Kritch made it 1-0 at about the 
26:46 mark and, with about 1:27 left in the 
game, Toney beat three defenders on he 
way to her third goal of the seasoa 

Sophomore Liz Watza and freshman 
Julie Blaszczak split time in net for the 
shutout 

Northville will host Stevenson at 7:00 
p.m. on Monday. 


and finished second in the high jump, 
while Sledge won the 400m race. Ali won 
the 100m hurdles and placed second in 
the 300m hurdles. Mays placed second in 
the 2-mile run and third in the mile. 

“All the girls ran well,” Woods said. “I 
was pleased with the performance and 


how they competed. Hopefully they got 
the first-meet jitters done with. I really 
like this team and feel optimistic about 
it” 

Their next meet will be tonight at 
Kennedy and then they head to the 
Ypsilanti Invite on Saturday. 


Sites Now Being Reserved For 

The Villas 

McCalla Woods 

2&3 
Bedroom 

True Ranch Condos 

• Vaulted Ceilings 

• Gas Fireplace 

• Sunroom 

• 2 Car Attached Garage 

• Club House w/Pool & Fitness Room 

• OPEN Everyday Mon-Sat 10am - 

www.classictradition.com 

ATTENTION REALTORS: 3% CO-OP PAID 




734 - 320 - 195 $ 





ikld Sj^tungf 



FREE 

QHW 





IMl 

WITH EVERY NEW 
VEHICLE PURCHASE 
OR LEASE* 

11 1 

OPEN SATURDAY 
4-16-05 
10AM-2PIVI 



• f 


m 

Ml] 

■1 » 1 


WITH EVERY NEW 
VEHICLE PURCHASE 
OR LEASE* 


2005 Ranger XLT 4x4 Supercab 



Take a look at these features... Dark shadow gray, 
medium flint cloth, edge trim, MP3 CD/cassette, 5 speed 
auto. 0/D tran., P255 OWL all-terraine tires, sliding rear 
window, privacy glass. RW.. RL, remote keyless entry. 

air conditioning. WAS $26,475 

NOW 


stock #51320 


24 MO. 

ZERO DOWN 

01500 DOWN 1 

LEASE 

RENEWAL 

$410.39 amount due 

$1771.21 amount due 


2005 F-150 4x2 Styleside SC 



Take a look at these features... Black clearcoat med/dark 
ffint prem. cloth captains, 5.4L EFl V8 engine, elect 4-spd. 
auto. 0/D, 3.73 ratio limited slip axle, sliding rear window, 
trailer tow pkg., premium 6-CD with MP3, keyless 
entry key pad, deluxe mirror pkg. WAS $30,395 


NOW 


Stock #50885 


24MQ. 


Sislob Dowii j| 

LEASE 

RENEWAL 

$486.99 amount due 

^170.00tS 

$2086.37 amount due 


2005 Ford Explorer 4x4 



Take a look at these features... Silver birch, graphite cloth 
sport buckets, convenience group, 17' bright alum 
wheels, 5-spd. auto. 0/D trans., power moonroof, 
audiophile AM/FM 6-CD in dash, trailer tow pkg., cargo 
area cover, black roof rail. WAS $35,525. 

NOW 


stock #53142 


24 mo. 
LEASE 
HmWAL 



2005 Freestyle FWD SFL 



Take a look at these features... Silver Frost shale cloth 
bucket AM/FM/CD x6 MP3 radio, anti-lock brakes, 
message center, 17x7 5-spoke bright alum, wheels, 
steering wheel audio controls, fog lamps, 50/50 split 
seat 60/40 split 3-pass 2nd row. Was $27,185 

NOW 


Stock #52848 


24miK 

LEASE 

HENEWAL 


\ SJSOODOWN 


$359.20 amount due 


PER 

MO. 


$1882.80 amount due 


PER 

MO. 



2005 Ford Escape Limited FWD 


Take a look at these features... 
Black clearcoat black prem. leather trim bucket power 
6-way driver seat front and rear floor mats, speed 
control, air conditioning, perimeter alarm, 4-spd. auto. 

0/D transmission. WAS $25,395 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE ROMULUS 
CITY COUNCIL HELD MARCH 28, 2005 IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER ROMULUS CITY HALL, 11111 S. WAYNE ROAD, 
ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174. 


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tern Randolph Gear. 
Present: LeRoy Burcroflf, William Crova, Randolph Gear, Charles Miller, Michael 
Prybyla, Debbie Romak, William Wadsworth 
Administrative Official, in Attendance: 

Alan Lambert, Mayor 

Linda R Choate, CMC, Clerk 

Pamela Morrison-Kersey, CMFA, Treasurer 


1. Motion by Romak, supported by Crova to approve the agenda as amended. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - BurcrofT, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays-None. 

Motion Carried. 

05-103 

2 Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Piybyla to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting of the Romulus City Council held March 14, 2005. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 


3 A. No Action Taken. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-104 

3B. Motion by Miller, supported by Crova to approve a request from McLaughlin’s 
Distribution Center to erect a 40’x40’ tent for a three (3) day warehouse sale, with set 
up on April 21, 2005; sale to commence on April 22, through April 25, 2005; daytime 
use only. Tent to be erected on Southeast comer of parking lot, 35700 Mac Avenue, 
Romulus, Michigan 48174. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-105 

4A. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Crova to adopt a memorial resolution to the 
family of Thomas Kline. f 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-106 

4B. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to adopt a resolution for the Romulus 
High Eagles Basketball Team praising them for the outstanding performance dis¬ 
played during this seasons games; winning the District Championship, Regional 
Championship and being State Runner-ups. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak 

Wadsworth 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-107 

4C. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Prybyla to adopt a resolution for the 
Romulus “Lady Eagles” Girls Basketball Team, congratulating them on their out¬ 
standing performance in winning the District Tournament. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 


4. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Romak to accept the Chairman’s Report. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-108 

5A. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Burcroff to introduce Budget Amendment 

04/05 

22 : 

FUND/DEPT. CURRENT AMENDED 

ACCOUNT NO. ACCOUNT NO. BUDGET AMENDMENT BUDGET 
General Fund 
Revenues 

101-3510-512.54-38 2004 Homeland Security 0 125,000 125,000 

Expenditures 

101-3510-735.73-11 Operating-2004 Homeland Security' 0 125,000 125,000 


To appropriate 1/2 orS256,818.00 grant for 2004 Homeland Security. The balance will be spent during 05/06 
fiscal year. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-109 

5B. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to introduce Budget Amendment 
04/05-23: 


FUND/DEPT. 
ACCOUNT NO. 

Major Streets 


F^pcpdilur cs 


Fund Balance 


ACCOUNT NO. 

Local Street 


Expen^iitHreS 


Fund Balance 



CURRENT 


AMENDED 

ACCOUNT NO. 

BUDGET 

AMENDMENT 

BUDGET 

Traffic Signals 

25,000 

15,090 

40,090 


AVAILABLE APPROPRITATE 

BALANCE 

Fund Balance 

1370,186 

(15,090) 

1355,096 


CURRENT 


AMENDED 

AVAILABLE 

BUDGET 

AMENDMENT 

BUDGET 

Traffic Signals 

6,000 

3355 

9355 


AVAILABLE 

APPROPRITATE 

BALANCE 

Fund Balance 

190,820 

(3,255) 

187,565 


To apppropriate 1/2 of the funds for the City’s portion of CSX railroad crossing maintenance fees per PA 
354 and PA 5, with the balance being budgeted in the 05/06 FY Budget. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff,Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 


5C. *DeIeated. 

05-110 

5D. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Crova to concur with the administration and 
adopt the a formal resolution to submit an application to the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) through the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
(MNRTF) seeking funding in an amount up to $350,000 for expansion of the 
Romulus Historical Park. The Romulus Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
will contribute matching funds in the amount of $250,000. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 

Wadsworth 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unamimoulsy. 

05-111 

5E. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Wadsworth to concur with Mayor Lambert and 
reappoint Ms. Cathy Freitag and Mr. Edward Hathcock, terms expiring 1/31/07, Mr. 
Daniel McAnally, term expiring 01/31/08 and to appoint Mr. Melvin Zilka, term to 
expire 01/31/08 to the Planning Commission. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 


05-112 

6A1. Motion by Romak, supported by Miller to grant authorization for the City 
Assessor to re-deed parcel 80-129-99-0012-001 to the State of Michigan and a 
Certificate of Error issued, clearing all City of Romulus interest from the property. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-113 

6A2.Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Romak to schedule study session for the 
purpose of discussing soil erosion for April 4, 2005 at 6:30 p.m.. City Council 
Chambers, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan 48 1 74. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 

Wadsworth 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

05-114 

6A3. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Wadsworth to concur with the Advisory 
Appointment Committee and appoint Emery Long to the Board of Zoning Appeals as 
two year alternate, term expiring March 30, 2007. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously 

05-115 

11. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Wadsworth authorizing the Treasurer of the City 
of Romulus to disburse funds as listed in Warrant 05-06 in the amount of Four 
Hundred Thirty Thousand, Two Hundred Sixty Eight Dollars and Eighty Cents 
($430,268.80). 


Call Vote Showing: Ayes - BurcrofT, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth 
Nays -None. 

Abstain - Crova. 

Motion Carried. 


12. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Romak to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Romulus City Council. 


Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Miller, Prybyla, Romak, 
Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 


Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


1, Linda R. Choate, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the 
foregoing to be a true copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus City 
Council held March 28, 2005. 

Linda R. Choate, City Clerk 


Publish: April 14,2005 
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Scott Spielman 
Editor 


It didn’t take long for Todd and 
Michele Schiftnar to realize they 
were on to something after they 
opened their own business. 

Consignment Outlet opened in 
September of 2003 on Ann Arbor 
and Sheldon roads in Plymouth 
in a small space with about two 
racks of merchandise. 

“Within a week, people were 
backing up their trucks and 
unloading things,” Michele 
Schiftnar said 

In fact the business quickly 
outgrew that location and 
expanded into two separate ones: 
one at Middlebelt and Five Mile 
roads, in the old Ethan Allen 
building, and one on Ford Road 
in Canton, the site of the former 
Master Lighting store, just east of 
Sheldon Road. That building has 
been there for decades, and 
Schiftnar said they stiU use it as a 
landmark when giving directions. 

“Then people call us and ask 
where we’re located, that’s what 
we tell them,” she said “We still, 
to this day, have people walk past 
all our signs, looking for light 
bulbs.” 

The Canton store has been 
open for almost a year, now. It 
opened last July. Coupled with 
the Livonia location, it gives the 
Schiftnars more than 26,000 
square feet of space, enough to 
make them Michigan’s largest 
consignment dealer. 

The concept of the consign¬ 
ment shop has proved a popular 
one, according to Schiftnar 

“People like to shop at con¬ 
signment shops,” she said ‘They 
j like to be able to find things that 
' are a higher quality than at a 
I garage sale, and people like to 
sell things without having the 
hassle of a garage sale.” 

Inside the locations, shoppers 
will find a wide variety of ever- 
changing merchandise, accord¬ 
ing to Schiftnar. There are things 
like furniture - both antique and 
modern - old knickknacks and 
collectibles, clothes and more. 
The shops are also registered liq¬ 


uidators, which means they get 
new products like electronics 
and housewares, as well. 

“You’re going to find not only 
unique and rare things, but new 
items, too,” Todd Schiftnar said. 

The store also features spe¬ 
cialized products, like the 
Original Bee’s Wax polish, which 
is endorsed by the Antiques 
Roadshow. Todd Schiftnar said 
the Consignment Outlet shops 
are the only place in the Detroit 
metro area to find that 

The products they sell change 
frequently, Michele Schiftnar 
said, as new ones are brought in 
and the old ones, sold. She said 
picking what to accept and what 
not to is often the most difficult 
part of the business. 

“Sometimes you tell someone 
they’re better off giving some¬ 
thing to someone they like,” she 
said. “Sometimes we take some¬ 
thing just to see if it will sell 

That’s the thing about this 
business,” she added. “You look 
at some things and wonder what 
does the rest of the house look 
like? It’s a personality test” 

The benefit of shopping at a 
consignment shop, she said, is the 
value. Most things are priced at 
between 50 and 33 percent of 
what consumers would have pur¬ 
chased them for when they were 
new. There are also unique items 
that can’t be found in a typical 
department store, too. 

Pricing is often difficult, as 
well - particularly in a location 
like Canton, with so many other 
retailers nearby. Any item priced 
higher than $50 is open for nego¬ 
tiation, too. 

“You’ve got to be responsive,” 
she said. “We’ve got Kohl’s, Target 
and Meijer’s. You have to do the 
research to be competitive with 
all of those.” 

One way they’ve done that is 
by embracing technology. 
Consignment Outlet is a regis¬ 
tered power seller with eBay - a 
distinction they’ve earned 
through the large volume of 
transactions and positive feed¬ 
back. They can handle those 
types of sales for clients, as well. 


A dining room table and chairs, complete with a 
full set of china is also currently for sale at the 
shop, which features several styles of tables and 
chairs. 


The products they receive are 
typically kept on display for 90 
days. Rimiture has a six-month 
shelf life. After that, the 
Schiftnars and their staff decide 
whether the product will sell, at 
all, if they should return them or 
if they should donate them. If 
they choose the latter, they have a 
dedicated charity to give them to: 
The FHendship Circle, based in 
West Bloomfield, which helps out 
handicapped childrea 

Schiftnar said she’s enjoyed 
the business, so far. It’s quite a 
change from Todd Schiftnar’s 
previous business - he sold cars 
at Don Massey Cadillac in 
Plymouth for more than 20 years. 
Operating their own business is a 
lot of work, but it’s been worth it, 
she said. 

“It’s very difficult and it 
requires a lot of time, but the fun 
pat is that it’s different every 
day,” she said. “You get to meet a 
lot of people from the conununi- 
ty.” 

Sometimes, she added, that 
community is a culture in and of 
itself She said there are several 
groups of people that spend the 
day traveling from consignment 


Paintings that no longer match the color scheme, dishes that have 
been replaced and even antique furniture can be found at 
Consignment Outlet, along with lawn tools like leaf blowers. 


shop to consignment shop, check¬ 
ing things out and seeing what’s 
new that week 

A large part of their success, 
she said, is the people they have 
working for them. Some are for¬ 
mer shop owners themselves, 
and all tend to get informed 
about the merchandise to better 


answer questions. They also greet 
everyone who enters the store 
warmly. 

“The hardest part of any busi¬ 
ness is getting good help,” she 
said. “If you have good employ¬ 
ees, you can take care of all the 
other aspects. We’ve been very 
fortunate.” 


Michele Schiftnar and her husband, Todd, have i 
Consignment Outlet location in Livonia and anothe' 
in Canton. Receptive customers have discovere I 
terrific bargains and great service at both locations, 
the business owners said. 


Hidden treasures 

Consignment shop offers discount 
prices, quality, selection and service 
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Clean sweep 

Generations of customer service are key to success of Banks’ stores 



Banks store. The vacuum cleaner specialists have been in the business of sales and service for nearly 50 
years and take pride in their reputation for product knowledge and service. 


Scott Spielman 
Editor 


Nearly 50 years ago, Herman 
Banks wanted to go into business 
for himself 

For Banks, who had worked 
on the assembly line for Henry 
Ford and at the Hoover Corp., the 
decision on what type of business 
to open was a fairly easy one, and 
the first Banks’ Vacuum was 
bora 

The store, on Ford Road in 
Dearborn, opened up in 1956 
with the intent to provide a com¬ 
plete service for vacuum con¬ 
sumers: sales, service and that 
family-owned business touch. 

The first store serviced televi¬ 
sions as well, according to Ken 
Banks, Herman’s grandson, but 
they now exclusively cater to the 
vacuum market 

Banks is the third generation 
to be involved in the business, 
too. His father ran the company 
for 20 years, retiring in 1985, 
when he took over. Since then, 
the business has expanded from 
one location to eight along with 
an independent franchise, given 
them nine locations, in all, 
throughout the Detroit Metro 
Area 

With stores in places as varied 
as Plymouth, Novi, Livonia and 
Grosse Pointe Woods to comple¬ 
ment the original Ford Road 
location and a facility in Troy - 


which is where the main office 
and warehouse is located - 
Banks said the idea behind the 
store is the same, everywhere. 

“We sell every new vacuum on 
the market, every brand,” he 
said. They sell vacuums that are 
usually only shipped directly to 
dealers, too. “Those tend to be 
the higher quality brands.” 

The market has changed since 
Banks took over the family busi¬ 
ness 20 years ago, too. Big box 
department stores have prolifer¬ 
ated; firms like Kmart, Sears, 
Meijer and Target have material¬ 
ized, but business has remained 
steady for his business. In fact. 
Bank’s Vacuum is the largest 
independent vacuum dealership 
in the country, with the largest 
showrooms. 

Banks said it’s a dedication to 
customer service that has helped 
keep them competitive. 

“You can buy a vacuum clean¬ 
er anywhere; you can get prices 
anywhere,” he said. “But you 
can’t get price, service and 
knowledge. That gives us the 
edge.” 

In addition to selling the vacu¬ 
ums and other floor-cleaning 
products. Banks’ also services 
them. They’re the authorized 
warranty facility on every brand, 
and that’s no accident, he said. 
Every technician is factory 
trained. In fact, before he allows 
his employees to sell the vacu¬ 


ums, they have to have repair 
experience, too. 

“When the sales people make 
a statement to a customer, they 
usually know what they’re talking 
about,” he said. ‘They’re all facto- 
ry-ti*ained technicians.” 

The dedication to customer 
service has kept the business 
thriving through the price wars 
during the 1950s and 1960s with 
Mike Adray at Adray’s Appliance 


in Dearborn or with Ollie FVetter 
and his chain of stores. Now, the 
business employs about 25 peo¬ 
ple at their different locations, 
which feature a wide variety of 
products. 

That’s even true at the Ann 
Arbor Road location in Plymouth, 
Banks said, which is the smallest 
of the nine Banks Vacuum sites. 

“It’s still got as much as the 
other stores, just not as much 


stuff,” he said. 

In the down economy, the mar- ’ 
ketplace is tough, and Banks said 
it’s getting even tougher He said ; 
he’ll continue to concentrate on 
the same things, though, service ^ 
and value, to weather the current 
market conditions. 

“We’re building a base. We’re ! 
doing a lot of foundation build¬ 
ing,” he said. “We don’t have any 
plans to get out of this area” ; 



The New "Synergy" with patented "Tandem Air" 

Technology out-cleans every other vacuum while offering: 

100% Sealed Hepa Filtration 
On Board Attachments 
Excellent Bare Floor Cleaning 
Unprecedented 6 Year Warranty 


Reg. $899 
SAVE $200! 


wona's Best New va€uums. 

Expert Repairs, Parts & Arressories 


> BANKS VAL-U-PAK 

I with ANY Vacuum Purchase Over $60 
I •6FREEBAGS*1FROBEiT BTfl 
,•1 YEAR EXTRA WARRANTY IWffl 
■ • 1ST YEAR BIRTHDAY TUNE-UP MiMm 
I With Coupon* Expires 4*21 *05 


EUREKA 

BOSS SMART VAC 

Rated BEST BUY 
Consumer Reports M 

• 12 amp motor C 

• Tools on board I 

•HEPA filter 


WORLD'S 

LARGEST 

SEUCnON 

or 

UPRIGHK! 


DYSON® 

SEETHE NEW 
DC14 LINE-UP 
INCLUDING THE 
NEW "ANIMAL' 

FROM 


Ultra quiet operation 
Excellent suction 

50% lighter ^ 
than an upright 

Limited time only 


^4870DT 


Service Clean & 

^ iKtC I Grease PLUS Bath & Deodorizer 

^3 BOl'NiS SHAMPOO^ I With Coupon • Expires 4*21 *05 

r wHh ANY Steamer 


EUREKA 

MIGHTY MITE 
PORTABLE VACUUM 

Attachments included • Lightweight design 


^ Purdiase Mr 

64 Oz. Each ^ 


SWIVEL GLIDE 

• 12ampmolor 

• Attachments on board 

• Easy to push 
with swivel wheels 


#53670 


SERVICE CHECK! • 


Well Check Your Vacuum & Provide ■ 
you with 0 full estimate prior to repairl | 
$20 Value! . 

\Mlh Coupon • Expires 4*21*05 


‘79 

Value! 


At SimplicHyf 
we set out to build 
the world's best 
8 lb. vacuum. ^ 

And recently/ j 

an indepeiufeitt | 


lab testing v: 
proved It! 

The test / 
showed 'I 
the I 
Simplicity ; I 
Freedom ' 3 
out cleans ; 
the Greek \ 
by 39.45%. ‘ 


ALL STEAMERS... ON SALE NOW! 


1 /Tr\ WHILE 
Mv SUPPLIES 

UST! 

5 BRUSH 
I; 1 STEAMER 

^ . . Ij With Stair & 

^ Upholstery Brush 
I Hose attached^ 

.. No Hook up! 

^ ) t5912^m t 


V2 

STEAM 

VAC 

F7225 


EASY 

STEAMER 

CE7m ■ 


NOVI TOWN CENTER WARREN PLYMOUTH GROSSE SHELBY TWP. DEARBORN 
Corner of Grand River 29202 Hoover 989 Ann Arbor Rd. POINTE WOODS 13959 Hall Rd. 23341 Ford Rd 
ANoviRd. North of 12 Mile Between Main & 20187 Mock Corner of Noll 4 6 Blocks East ol 

, (586)576-6000 SI'el'l#" Between 7 4 8 Mile Schoenherr Telegrnph 

I (248)347-7655 (734)455-3500 (313)881-0700 (586)566-9988 (313)562-33: 

STORE HOURS: Monday & Thursday 9 - 7 • Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9 - 6 Saturday 9 - 5:30 


ii 
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Dealerships take a personal interim clients 



The Holiday Automotive Group has been around for some time now. Each of the three independent 
chains has sold their fair share of cars, and their sales staff prides themselves on developing relationships 
with their customers. 


A family-owned and operated 
I business is blazing new trails in 
I the automotive industry. 

! Holiday Automotive Group is 
made up of three automobile 
dealerships. Livonia Chrysler 
Jeep at 30777 Plymouth Road, 
Livonia; Century Dodge at 13500 
Telegraph Road, Taylor and 
Holiday Chevrolet at 30250 
Grand River Avenue, Fhrmtngton 
HiUs. 

The stores 
have been in 
business since 
1979, 1979 and 
1984, respective¬ 
ly. 

Entrepreneur 
Walt Norris 
started the busi¬ 
ness after having 
a stake in North 
Brothers Ford. 

Following his 
death, his daugh¬ 
ter, Colleen 
McDonald, took 
over as president 
and general manager after work¬ 
ing in many departments for the 
company. 

McDonald’s road to success 
started when she became a 
switchboard operator After that 
she sold cars each summer at 
North Brothers throughout her 
college career. Following her 
graduation, she started working 
full-time as a sales manager. 


McDonald then became finance 
and insurance manager before 
taking over as general manager. 
At the age of 30, she became pres¬ 
ident of the Holiday Automotive 
Group. 

McDonald—a Northville resi¬ 
dent—is in a unique position. 
She said that it’s unfortunate that 
the automotive industry remains 
a male-dominated business. 

“I think women are scared to 
get into this because of a feai' of 
the unknown,” McDonald said. 

“But women 
have kids, too. 
And as much as 
we want to part¬ 
ner up with the 
guys, the hours 
are tough.” 

Chris 
Marinos, vice- 
president and 
general manager 
of Century 
Dodge, said it’s a 
rarity to see a 
woman with 
such a high pro¬ 
file role in the 
auto world. He 
also made it clear that the family 
business wasn’t handed to 
McDonald. 

“She’s been a hard worker 
from the beginning,” Marinos 
said. “She does her job to the 
fullest, and everyone here 
respects her for that It’s unique 
to see her in this position. This 
isn’t something you would have 
seen in the past” 


McDonald said her father 
taught her things school couldn’t 
She said one of the major things 
he showed her was to remain 
cost-conscious so that if and 
when sales get low, a business 
can still survive. 

That cost-effective approach 
has lead to each of the three 
dealerships beginning to do 
much of their advertising and 
marketing as one unit The web¬ 
site, weloveholiday.com, advertis¬ 
es for each dealership, gives any¬ 
one who visits the opportunity to 
search for new and used vehi¬ 
cles, lists specials each dealer 


offer, and has a link for employ¬ 
ment opportunities. 

Marinos said the entire 
Holiday staff has taken on 
McDonald’s diligent approach. 
He said that the group has main¬ 
tained solid sales since the incep¬ 
tion. He also said Holiday has 
never had a lay-off period. 

No lay-offs means Holiday has 
a sales staff with a very high 
tenure. Marinos said that gives 
his group an advantage when it 
comes to making deals. 

“We take a personal approach 
with all our customers,” he said. 
“We realize that repeat business 


and referrals are a large part of 
our business, so our salespeople 
do get personal with our cus¬ 
tomers.” 

That approach has enabled 
the three auto dealers to sell 
their fair share of cars. Last 
month—as a whole—the three 
dealerships sold 396 cars. Last 
year, the Holiday Automotive 
Group sold about 2,500 cars. 

McDonald said the staff has a 
lot to do with those numbers. 

“We have such a great group of 
people working together,” she 
said. “That’s one of the keys to 
any successful business.” 



{ 













CHEVRDLFT 
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c: Ml R: YS l_ 


Jeep. 


hotbutt®n 


$0 Down Leases 
Avail. On All New Chevys* 


2005 Malibu 

GM Employee GM Employee 
Price Lease 

n 5,090* M40* 

WAS $19,710 


2005 Impala 


GM Employee 
Price 

M 6,683* 

WAS $23,21 


GM Employee 
Lease 

M68* 


Stk. #50652 


#50188 


2005 Trailblazer 


GM Employee 
Price 

^22,645* 


GM Employee 
Lease 

^215* 

WAS $30,370 


Stk. #50329 


2005 Cobalt 


GM Employee 
Price 

M 2,779* 


GM Employee 
Lease 

M19* 

WAS $15,120 


Stk. #50546 


Equinox AWD 


GM Employee 
Price 

M9,864‘ 

WAS $23,800 


GM Employee 
Lease 

M85* 


2005 Monte 
Carlo 

GM Employee GM Employee 
Price Lease 

•17.705- «191* 

$24,440 


Match or Beat Any Peal!- 


Where Every Day’s A Holiday 

30250 Grand River 
Betw. MIddlebelt & Orchard Lk. Rd. 


Between Middlebelt & 
Orchard Lake Road 


LEASE A '05 RAM QUAD 4X4 AND 
RECEIVE AN '05 DAKOTA CLUB CAB 


HOME OF THE CHEAP JEEP 


2005 RAM 
QUAD 4X4 

Lease For As Low As 


24 Mos/ 

—^_ 24l( miles 

V8, pwr. windows, pwr. Locks, titt, CD 
player, floor mats & more options. 

IMMiBSWllP/tMi] 
IMM^ 


Quad! 


OadgE 


SPRING 

SALES EVENT 


Convenient Hours: Mon. & TTiurs. 8:30-9; Tues., Wed., & FrI. 8:30-6; Sat 11-3 
^ AN AMBOCAN REVOUTION SILVERADO THE RIGHT TRUCK 

I AD 24 mo. lease, $ 2,000 down, plus 1 St pymt leases based on lease loyalty, owner loyalty, 12k mi. per year, aH rebates 
I to dealer, lease pymts. & sale prices plus tax, tide, plates. 0% financing available on select 2004 models for qualified 
buyers up to 60 mos.Seedcalerlor details. Exp.2/15A)5. 


FRlEEi 


2005 Liberty Sport 4x4 

28c pkg., cast alum wheels, fog lamps, 
keyless entry, cruise, tilt and much more. 

CHRYSLER EMPLOYEE SPECIAL 


$169 


24 MONTHS 
MSRP $24,100 


No security Deposit 


2005 Sebring 

24 p pkg., Ithr, power rootAwndows, 
alum wheels, CO, cruise, tilt & more. 
Special Employee Purchase Price 

BUY FOR MSRP 
»** $21,320 


ALL NEW 2005 Grand 
Cherokee Laredo 4x4 

26 E pkg. 

CHRYSLER EMPLOYEE SPECIAL 


06 


24 MONTHS 

MSRP $28,895 No security Deposit 


2005 Town & Country 
29K Package 

CHRYSLER EMPLOYEE SPECIAL 

$159 


Per Month 


27 MONTHS 
MSRP $28,445 


security Deposit 


CHRYSLER EMPLOYEE DEMO SPECIALS 


off expires 4/15/05, based on credit approval. Plus tax 
& all rebates to dealer. Based on Employee Pricing. 
Must finance through Chrysler Financial. 


2005 TOWN & COUNTRY 
29K Package 

Tourina Edition, Free Rear 
Seat Entertainment. 
Stk.#5153012 

MSRP $28,750 

8$20.499 


2005 GRAND CHEROKEE 
LAREDO 4X4 

26E pkg. trailer tow,elec. 
stability, all terrain tires. 
Stk.#5224193 

MSRP $29,615 

8^29,759 


2005 PT CRUISER GT 
LURBO CONVERTIBLE 

Lthr. heated seats, 

6 disc CD, 17* chromes. 
StlL#5146149 

MSRP $29,970 

o$29,406 


13500 TELEGRAPH 
Ml 48180 

734-946 9430 

www.weloTeholiday.com 


LIVONIA CHRYSLER JEEP 

734 - 525-5000 


FIVE STAR 


FIVE STAR 


30777 PLYMOUTH RD. LIVONIA 

Visit our website: www.weloveholiday.com 

"All leases are employee pricing plus tax, 12,000 miles per year. All rebates to dealer. Subject to Tier approval by lender. I 
Must qualify for lease loyalty. Town & Country total due $1522 and must quaTily for lease loyalty. Liberty total due I 
$1715, qualify for military rebates & lease loyalty. Grand Cherokee total due$1550: must qualify for military rebate. I 
Must finance through Chrysler Rnanclal. Sw dealer for details. Prior sales excluded. **Plus tax, title, license & | 
destination. All rebates to dealer. Must finance thru Chrysler financial to receive rebates. Expires 4/30/05. 
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Dealer bring$ 3 generations of experience to area 


Meghan Chatham 
Staff Writer 


The Thayer family has been a 
part of the automobile industry 
for three generations, and it is a 
legacy that fills Adam Thayer- 
general manager of Ralph 
Thayer Automotive in Livonia— 
with pride. 

For 35 years, the family-run 
business has been a familiar 
name to the residents of Monroe. 

“My dad has had a long history 
in Monroe of being somebody 
who was up fix)nt and had some 
integrity, so we’re hoping to bring 
that up here, too,” said Thayer. 

To make sure that happens, 
Thayer said that since the 
Livonia store opened about a 
year ago, he has kept a close eye 
on the response he receives from 
customers. 

“We measure a lot of the 
things we do by our customer sat¬ 
isfaction index,” said Thayer. 
Currently, he said that shows a 
satisfaction level in the mid-to- 
high 90s. Now, he said, they want 
to keep it that way by offering 
customers the respect and per¬ 
sonalized assistance that have 
been company traits for years. 

“We try to put the customer 
first,” he said. “We try to be up 
front and honest, both in sales 
and in service. We don’t want to 
have any ‘surprises’ for the cus¬ 
tomers.” 

It is a service that has made at 
least one worried family feel a lit¬ 


tle more secure. Buried among 
the piles of customer surveys is 
one fix)m a woman who contact¬ 
ed the service department half 
an hour after they had closed one 
Saturday She called from out of 
state to ask for help on behalf of 
her son, whose car had broken 
down on the side of the road as 
he came to the city for an intern¬ 
ship. The staff stayed late, 
arranged for a tow truck, and 
gave the young man a loaner car 
for the weekend. In the end, he 
was so satisfied that he bought a 
new car fix)m them. 

The dealership specializes in 
new Mazda, Hyundai, and 
Volkswagen vehicles. Staff mem¬ 
bers often ask potential buyers 
about what they currently drive, 
why they are changing, and what 
they want in a new car, Thayer 
said, to help match them with the 
vehicle that will best meet their 
needs. Lately, one of the bluest 
concerns has been gas mileage 
and safely, and Thayer said that 
many of their cars are ranked 
among the safest on the road— 
and some achieve up to 47-48 
miles per galloa 

Even after the purchase is 
made, the company can help 
make maintenance and repairs 
simple since its service depart¬ 
ment specializes in such vehicles 
and features factory-trained 
mechanics. There are loaner 
vehicles available for use while 
cars are being serviced, too. 

Fbr people more interested in 



used vehicles, the lot at Thayer 
Automotive offers selections in 
many different makes and mod¬ 
els from manufacturers ranging 
fixtm Mazda and VW to Fbrd and 
Chevrolet 

“We try to keep whatever the 
customer might want,” Thayer 
said. “We just want to keep good 
reliable used cars.” 

Ralph Thayer Automotive is 
located at 34501 Plymouth Road 
in Livonia, between Fhrmington 
and Wayne roads. The dealership 
is open from 9 am. to 9 p.m. on 
Monday and Thursday, from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, and from 
9 am. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. Fbr 
more ' information, visit 
www.thayerauto.com. 



Automobile models and styles may have changed over the years, but 
at Ralph Thayer Automotive in Livonia one thing has remained the 
same: their commitment to friendly service. The family-owned dealer¬ 
ship, which specializes in Mazda, Hyundai, and Volkswagen vehicles, 
prides itself on achieving the same high levels of customer satisfac¬ 
tion they have provided to drivers for three generations. 





Introducing the new 


MOCK #200.4, 


per month/plus tax 
with t€9tai hue 


per month/pius tax 
ifO with $h97a* totai hue 

Drivers wanted! 


^Available with qualifying credit through VW Credit, Inc. Lease for 39 nHMiths/12,000 miles per year. 'Ibtal due 
amount includes first payment; aquisition fee, down payment; excludes tax, title, plate and documentation fees. 
MSRP of $22,080. Valid to April 30,2005. 


STOCK #54505 


iSAHURDAV 

iSani sAont 


G0,000 Mi/e 

Bumper-To-Bumper 

syear/ 

Unlimited 

Roadside Assistance 

fo year/ 
100,000 Mile 

Powerirain ^ 


inti'jodueinui 


Open Saturdays 9am-4pm I irV LI II II lr\ I LR 

34501 PLYMOUTH ROAD I 

(at Stark) LIVONIA \ ^^L / 

HRS: Monday & Thursday at 9am-9pm Tues-Wed-Fri 9am-6pm 

www.thayerauto.com IHYUnPfll 

‘Plus la. lille. destination, docurrenialion & options. All rebates to deater. Must quatity for Hyundai Owner Loyalty and Active Military Loyalty. See Dealer (or complele details 
:‘jjsw^R&SSOQ in lieu ot rebate Exppes 04-30-05 


www.thayerauto.com 
Monday & Thursday at 9am-9pm 
23 Tues-Wed-Fri 9am-6pm 
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Wounded Warriors 

Benefit will aid injured veterans 


Financially 

SPEAKING 


Scott Spielman 
Editor 


Westland Councilman Bob 
j Stottlemyer said even he is sur- 
f prised at how quickly support is 
growing for a benefit to help 
I wounded veterans of the wars in 

j Iraq and A^anistan. 

Called the Back to the 40s 
Charity Dance, the benefit wilt 
aid the Wounded Warrior Project 
' and Veteran’s Haven, both 501(c)3 
organizations. 

“Most of the people who we go 
to ask for help are helping us,” he 
said. “It’s Just coming together 
like you wouldn’t believe.” 

He and his wife, Betty, started 
to put together the June event in 
early January. He said the 
thou^t behind it went back a lot 
further, though, to when veterans 
returned to the U.S. fix)m the con¬ 
flicts in Vietnam. Stottlemyer 
said he was disappointed in the 
treatment those veterans often 
received. 

“I made up my mind that, if I 
ever had a chance, I would do 
something about it,” he said. 

The event will take place from 
4-11 p.m. on June 5 at Burton 
Manor in Livonia Bill Johnson, 
the owner of that facility, is one of 
the people who have stepped for¬ 
ward to help out, Stottlemyer 
said. He’s donating the entire 
facility for the evening. That 


means more than 1,500 people 
can take part in the event 

The event will feature a 
nationally-recognized big band, 
the U.S. Army Reserve Band, 
U.S.O representatives and the 
Satin Dolls, a singing group that 
emulates the Andrew Sisters. 
During band sets, wounded vet¬ 
erans will get up to say a few 
words, tell their stories and 
explain why the help is needed. 
The emphasis will not be on 
recruitment Stottlemyer said. 

“There will be something 
going on all throughout the 
evening,” he said. 

The $30 ticket will cover the 
cost of hors d’oeuvres and the 
entertainment There will be real 
food catered by the manor, as 
well as a throw back to old-time 
military cuisine - specifically, 
chipped beef on toast more pop¬ 
ularly known by it’s emergency 
moniker, S.O.S. 

There will be a silent auction, 
as well, with items as varied as a 
football signed by the Green Bay 
Packers, Tigers ticket packages, 
restaurant packages, an auto¬ 
graphed poster of John Travolta 
and more. 

Stottlemyer has been making 
the rounds in nearby communi¬ 
ties and already received support 
from the mayors and city coun¬ 
cils in Westland, Wayne, Livonia 
and Garden City. 


The proceeds from the event 
will be split between the 
Wounded Warriors Project and 
Veteran’s Havea 

The Wounded Warrior Project 
is a national organization set up 
to help wounded veterans return¬ 
ing from overseas; it strives to 
ease the financial and emotional 
burden of families by subsidizing 
necessities such as housing, food, 
day care and mora 

Veteran’s Haven is a local 
organization, headquartered in 
Wayne, that provides transitional 
housing for veterans that have 
fallen on hard times. They pro¬ 
vide additional support services, 
as last year opened a four-unit 
home for veterans trying to rejoin 
traditional society. 

“They do good work,” said 
Wayne City Councilwoman 
Donna McEachera 

“It’s a good organization,” 
added Wayne Mayor A1 Haidous. 

Tickets are available at 
Burton Manor in Livonia, the 
Hellenic Center in Westland, 
Veteran’s Haven on Wayne Road 
in Wayne and can be ordered by 
calling Stottlemyer at (734) 721- 
4594. 

“We’ve kept the price down as 
much as we possible could and 
still make some money for the 
groups,” Stottlemyer said. “We’re 
hoping to sell as many tickets as 
we can.” 


Q - I'm thinking of applying for a 
home equity loan. How can I be 
sure I'm getting a good deal? 

A - The most important thing is to consider the entire 
cost of the loan - not just the annual percentage rate. Many 
lending institutions charge an application fee, annual fees, 
fees for inactive lines when there has never been a draw, 
and fees for closing your account too soon or paying your 
loan off early. Finally, look out for low introductory rates that 
require a mininrjum initial draw to receive the desirable rate. 
DFCU Financial doesn't charge any of the fees described 
above, and rates* for our home equity lines of credit start as 
low as prime. We even offer interest-only payments. Talk to 
a loan expert at any DFCU Financial branch or call us at 
313.336.2700 or toll free at 888.336.2700 outside the local 
area. Orvisitwww.clfcufinancial.com. 


DFCU Financial Canton 
1477 N. Canton Center Rd. 
Mon-Fri 9:30 am-6 pm 
Sat 9:30 am-2 pm 



BRING US YOUR LIFE. 


^Variable Annual Percentage Rate (APR) may vary not exceeding 18% APR and is 
as low as Prime, currently 5.75% APR as of 4/1/05. "Prime" is the Prime Rate as 
published on the last business day of the month in the Wall Street Journal. Rate 
is variable APR of Prime + 0% (currently 5.75% APR) to Prime + 4.(X)% (currently 
8.75%), After draw period, repayment period requires principal and interest 
payments and cannot exceed 12 years. Applicable rate varies depending on 
member's credit qualifications. Oedit limit based upon credit qualifications and 
loan-to-value ratio (up to 90% of fair market value of Michigan primary residence 
less other liens), minimum credit limit is $10,000. Terms are subject to change 
without notice. Property, title and/or flood insurance, rf applicable, are required. 


fit 


DFCU Rnancial is an equal housing lender. 


! 



piDiroGi 


OFFICE SUPPLIES • OFFICE DESKS • OFFICE CHAIRS 
• FILE CABINETS • BOOK CASES • WORK STATIONS 
• COMPUTER CARTS • FIREPLACE SCREENS 


DVD/VCR 
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121. Autos Wanted 


1. Obituaries 


WENZEL, Patricia A. 
Age 51 

Van Buren Twp, Ml 
Friday, April 8, 2005 


30. Help Wanted 


Detroit based Logistics 
Company looking to hire 
Full-Time Administrative. 
Assistant 

and Acct. Managers. 
Experience is not required, 
but certainly a plus. 
Excellent compensation 
and career opportunities. 
Interested parties, please 
email resume 
to Lena at: 

lgllbert@tpslogistlcs.com 


SIDING/ROOFING/ 
GUTTER INSTALLERS 
Own transportation, steady 
work, pay commensurate 
with experience. 
Sub-contractors welcome. 
Call 734-395-4334 


Sumpter Township 
is seeking an accountant 
to handle full general 
ledger and other duties. 
Must have Bachelor's 
degree In Accounting, min¬ 
imum of three years 
municipal accounting 
experience and computer 
literacy. Salary range 
negotiable. 

Send resume to: 
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., 
Clerk 

Sumpter Township Clerk’s 
Office 

23480 Sumpter Rd. 
Belleville, Ml 48111 
734-461-6201 

Must apply no later than 
April 28,2005 


Trained & Certified Direct 
Care workers needed for 
group home in Inkster. 

All shifts available. 
734^54-6694 


Wayne based building 
material distributor seeks 
summer yard help. Fork lift 
experience a plus. Please 
call Bob Smith at 
800-295-6107. 

Small Plymouth Co. 
seeks person for customer 
service/production. 

M-F 8:30-5:00-$10-$11 / 
hour plus benefits, email 
resume: 

jobs2005@ameritech.net 


salespeople to join our 
sales team. Do you have 
experience selling to 
business’s? Are you 
organized? Do you have 
the desire to be Involved 
with a winning organiza¬ 
tion? If you feel you have 
what it takes to be suc¬ 
cessful in advertising sales 
please fonward your 
resume and cover letter to: 

The Journal Newspaper 
ATTN: Rob Young 
35540 Michigan Avenue W 
Wayne, Ml 48184 

Fax: 734-729-1840 

email: 

ryoung@journalgroup.com 

EOE 


32. Help Wanted 
Drivers 


QC NEED 100 DRIVERS 
ASAP 

Owner/Operators and 
Company Driver 
OTR/Regional/Dedicated 
High Pay, Excellent 
Benefit Pkg. 

Must have CDL Class-A 
with tank and Hazmat 
Cali 866-250-3389 
or 877-work 4-QC 


The Journal Newspaper Is 
looking for qualified drivers 
for our circulation depart¬ 
ment. Please send resume 
and cover letter to: 

The Journal Newspaper 
ATTN: Doug Willett 
35540 Michigan Avenue W 
Wayne, Ml 48184 
Fax: 734-729-1840 

EOE 


DRIVER - COVENANT 
TRANSPORT. Regional 
Runs Available. Home 
Weekly. Excellent Pay & 
Benefits. Exp. Drivers, 
0/0 & Students 
Welcome. Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
888-MORE-PAY 
(1-888-667-3729) 


DRIVER: GET HOME and 
make $50,000 guaran¬ 
teed! $1,000 Sign On 
bonus. Per Diem, 99% no 
touch freight, No NYC, 1 
year OTR. Arctic Express 
800-927-0431 


DRIVER: TUITION PAID 
TRAINING! CDL-A in 2 
1/2 weeks! Tuition reim¬ 
bursement for recent 
graduates! Miles, Money, 
Home Time! Must be 21. 

Drive CRST Van 
Expedited. 800-553-2778. 


DRIVERS - ACCEPTING 
TRAINEES! CDL In 16 
Days! No Money Down, 
Student Financing! 
Tuition Reimbursement 
Avail. Job Placement 
Asst. 1-800-883-0171 ext. 
A-55. 


DRIVERS - DRIVE INTO 
SPRING at Buske 
Country! Real Miles, Pay 
for Experience. Hiring 
Solos/Teams/Owner Ops 
23/CDL A 1 yr. OTR! 1- 
877-613-6385 x 286 apply 
@ www.buske.com 


IN MICHIGAN HEART¬ 
LAND DRIVERS earned a 
$5,889.17 raise last yearl 
With our 2005 increase 
their raise will be even 
higher! Earn more this 
year, a lot more! 
Heartland Express 1-800- 
441-4953 www.heartland- 
express.com 


LOOKING TO FILL 15 
POSITIONS From Your 
Area Immediately: Run 
Flatbed, Bulk Tank or 
Refrigerated. Control your 
earnings based on person¬ 
al efforts. 800-771-6318, 
www.primeinc.com 


MAKE UP TO 380 PER 
MILE Starting. Home most 
weekends; 401 k; 2,500- 
3,000 miles weekly; No 
touch freight; Assigned 
equipment; Direct Deposit; 
Call Keith 800-593-6433 


34. Specialized Services I 


BRATCHER ELECTRIC 

COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 . 


Remodeling • Service • City Repairs 


734-722-0037 m 

35728 Van Born • Wayne —^ 


TRUCK DRIVER TRAIN¬ 
ING. Professional Drivers 
are desperately needed. 4 
Week Training, 100% 
financing available. Proven 
Placement Record. Call 
Shantel at ATDS Now!! 

800-999-8012 or 
www.yourfuturestartshere.com 


A FUN JOB! Wanted - $$ 
motivated girls/guys to 
travel coast to coast repre¬ 
senting 150 leading publi¬ 
cations. Will train & pro¬ 
vide transportation. Call 
Mr. Stein. 1-800-601-4871 


AVERAGE 2004 EARN¬ 
INGS: Solos $49,950, Top 
team: $154,222, Top solo: 
$70,526. Regional MW. XM 
radio service, class A CDL 
required. 800-CFI-DRIVE 
(800) 234-3748) 
www.cfidrive.com 


BEST OTR JOB IN MICHI¬ 
GAN...40-42 cpm to start! 
Full benefits inci med, den¬ 
tal, vision, pharmacy dis¬ 
count & more. Time off 
every 14 days & assigned 
trucks you take home in 
most areas! Own a truck? 
90 cpm + fuel surch; pd 
plates/permits, no forced 
dispatch. Paid orientation, 
start within next 2 weeks! 3 
mos exp & Ml CDL req. 
eoe. 1-877-452-5627. 


CDL-A DRIVERS. Earn .360 
to .440. Assigned late 
model equip; Excellent 
hometime. 1 yr. exp. 
Positions filling up fast! 
Call Garner Today! 
877-622-5742. 


57. Antiques 


33. Child Care 


Cozy Comer 
Child Day Care 
Warren/Beck area 
Fully licensed, 

CPR & First Aid trained, 
Fun / Loving environment, 

10 years experience. 
Meals provided. Immediate 
openings 
Call 313-525-1014 


34. Specialized 
Services 


LEEF LAWN CARE 
Mowing, Edging, 
Rototilling, Spring 
and Fall Clean-Ups, 
Gutters and More 
GREAT RATES. Call 
734-728-2419 


50. Pets & 
Supplies 


Custom Hybrid and 
Purebred Pups. 
Great selection/prices. 

$195 and up! 
Specializing in Puggles 
and Mini-Boxers. 
Visit us In person at: 
1254 Ecorse Rd. 
Ypsilanti, or 
Visit our website at: 
www.petcltypets.com 


Golden Retrievers 
2 male pups, 

12 weeks old, AKC, 
Have first shots, 
$400/ea 

Call 734-954-0826 & 
leave message 


PLACE YOUR STATEWIDE 
AD HERE! $299 buys a 25- 
word classified ad offering 
over 1.6 million circulation 
and 4.2 million readers. 
Plus your ad will be placed 
on Michigan Press 
Association's website. 
Contact this newspaper for 
details. 


Motor City Antiques 

13431 Telegraph Rd. Flat Rock. Ml 48134 (734) 782^18 

17,000 Sq. Ft. of Antiques &. Collectibles 
Over 100 Dealers 
Come Visit our NEW 950 Sq. Ft. 

FURNITURE ALLEY 
Hours: Tues-Sat 10-6, Sun Noon-6 


REACH 3.5 MILLION 
Michigan readers with a 2 
X 2 display ad for only 
$999 - Contact this news¬ 
paper for details. 


59. Auctions 


Notice of Public Sale 
Pursuant to State Law, 
a sale will be held on 
April 19, 2005 at 
1:00pm 

on the following units: 

D34-Mae Lackey: 
Furniture, Maytag washer, 
dryer, boxes, toys, clothes, 
steam cleaner; 

J30-James Lewis: 
Furniture, boxes; 

E26-Charles Meltzer: 
Furniture, snow blower, 
guitar, boxes; 

F26-Alfred Tarr: TV, video 
cassette, clock, boxes; 

G5-Michael Byrn: Love 
seat, couch, table & 
chairs, vacuum cleaner, 
boxes. 

AMERICA’S BUDGET 
STORAGE 
40671 Joy Road 
Canton, Ml 48187 
(734) 459-6444 


CITY OF WESTLAND 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION 

On APRIL 19, 2005 the 
Westland Police 
Department will conduct 
public auctions of 
Impounded abandoned 
vehicles. The first auction 
will begin promptly at 
10:00am at Westland 
Service Towing, 37501 
Cherry Hill, Westland, Ml, 
County of Wayne, where 
the following vehicles will 


be offered for sale to the 
highest bidder: 

1990 Ford Ranger 
Pk Trk Blue 
1FTCR14T4LPB16293 

1995 Geo Metro 
2Dr Blue 

2C1MR2263S6786355 

1990 Chevy Lumina 
4Dr Black 

2G1WL54T3L1180708 

1991 Volkswagen Golf 
4Dr Red 

3VWF/K21G7MM048464 

1997 Ford T-Bird 
2Dr White 

1FALP62WXVH109321 

1996 Ford T-Bird 
2Dr Green 

1FALP6241TH148214 

The second auction will 
begin promptly at 11:00am 
at Westland Car Care, 
6375 Hix Rd.. Westland, 
Ml, County of Wayne, 
where the following vehi¬ 
cles will be offered for sale 
to the highest bidder: 

1987 Saab 900S 
4Dr Blue 

YS3AS35D9H2006559 

1985 Ford Cr. Victoria 
4Dr Blue 

2FABP43FR2FX240355 


1998 Ford Contour 
4Dr White 

1FAFP6638WK225182 

1993 Chevy Cavalier 
2Dr White 

1G1JC144XP7233540 

1990 Honda Accord 
2Dr Burgundy 
1HGCB7241LA049207 

1995 Plymouth Neon 
4Dr Black 


DIRECTORY 


Clirist Tenyifc i^oetofic JaitR CRurcE 

DISTRICT EUDER LUKE A. McCLENDON. PASTOR 

f Sunday Morning Prayer (8:(X) a.m.-9;(X) a.m.) 

Christian Education (9:15 a.m.-l 1:00 a.m.) 

^ (^Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m.-l :30 p.m.) 

**Nursery Room Available for Children 4 Years ofAge and Under* 


29124 Eton Street • Westland, Ml 48186 • 734-326-3833 




Sunday School 10A.M. - Service 11A.M. 
\\bdnesday Ev ening Bible Study 7:30P.M. 
Pastor Earl Duncan 

Momingstar Church 

28563 Pardo 
Garden City, MI 48135 
734-367-3029 


34. Specialized Services 


Worship Directory 


31. Sales Help 
Wanted 


Salespeople needed to 
canvas area’s for direct 
marketing product. Pays 
great! Lots of fun! Call 
Doug with Get-lt Marketing 
@734-467-1900 (xt 224) 


The Journal Newspapers 
is looking for qualified 




STE'KMrSKE'ANING 


$29 



0Q_ 

'^perfoom 


Free Hallway w/ any 3 rooms cleaned | ServiceMaster 6 step process. 
COMPLETE CLEANING SERVICES - RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 


®A'RPrETai!JBH®KSTERii©REST.(!)R5\VTI(®NiSER^ 


* Room size over. 250 sq. ft. coimts as 2 rooms 


734 


697-9325 



POWER OF THE WORD WORSHIP CEH1ER-CANT0H 

CHURCH OF 60D IN CHRIST 

WALKER-WINTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
39932 MICHIGAN AVENUE 
SUNDAY 1:00 pm - 2:30 PM 

Dr. Alfred D. Knight, Jr, Senior Pastor - 24 hour Prayer Line (313) 935-PRAY 
wvvw.powerofthewordcogic.org. 









































































































April 14,2005 


PuBUSHED By The Journal Newspapers 


Page 17 


1P3ES67C9SD603396 

1993 Mercury Cougar 
2Dr Black 

1MEPM6248PH653465 

All vehicles are sold in "as 
is" condition. Bidding on 
all vehicles will start at the 
amount due for towing and 
storage. Vehicles may be 
deleted from this list at any 
time prior to the start of the 
auction. 

30 DAY NOTICE 
OF AUCTION 
Due to unknown owner¬ 
ship, 30 day notice is here¬ 
by given that the vehicle 
listed below will be auc¬ 
tioned after MAY 14, 2005 
unless it is claimed by the 
owner prior to that time: 

1990 Lincoln Mark VII 
2Dr Gray 

1LNCM92E1LY789226 


WESTLAND MINI 
STORAGE 

1600 Newburgh Road 
Westland. Ml 48186 
734-729-1710 

Will be holding an auction 
on April 23, 2005 at 
10:00am for the following 
units: 

Unit #710-Wayne Kilgore 
of Westland: Kitchen items, 
small appliances, furniture, 
misc. tools, washer/dryer, 
misc. items and boxes 

Unit #818-Amy Garris of 
Garden City: Baby Items, 
some small appliances, 
misc. boxes and 
home items. 


87. Rooms For Rent 


AAA Willow Acres 
Motel, low daily and 
weekly rates. 
Refrigerator, microwave, 
HBO. Call 734-721-1220, 
Tel-96 Inn 313-535-4100. 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 


CANTON DAYS INN 
Rve Sunburst Rating! 
Low Daily, Weekly, and 
Monthly rates. 

Free deluxe breakfast 
Guest Laundry 
Microfridge in all rooms 
All local calls free 
Free High speed wireless 
Internet. 

40500 Michigan Avenue. 
Exit 22 off 1-275 
734-721-5200 


ROOM FOR rent, Wayne, 
$85/weekly, all 
utilities included. 

Call 734-721-0232. 


Need extra help! 
Advertise in our 
classified help 
wanted section. 
Call 467-1900. 
TODAY! 


88. Duplexes 
For Rent 


WESTLAND-NORWAYNE 
Call for list of 

available 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
duplexes, and single 
family homes. Section 
8 welcome. Lead safe 
units available. 
Professional full-time 
management. 
Norplex Associates 
734-722-6444 
EHO 


89. Apartments 
For Rent 


1 Bedroom efficiency 
apartment in Wayne. 
All utilities paid. 
$150 / week 
Call: 734-729-5770 


PLYMOUTH 
1 bedroom, lower 
level. 2,000 square ft. 
$700 Mo. 
313-706-1075 


Wayne. Ml 
Quiet 1 Bedroom 
Well maintained 
Heat/water/A/C Inc. 
No pets 

Great for singles & 
retiree’s 
$470/month 
Call a manager @ 
734-729-2108 
or owner @ 
734-878-0859 

Call 734-467-1900 
to place your 
classified ad. 


Wayne, Near Wayne Road 
- Nice, Clean 

1 Bedroom - Heat, Water & 
Appliances included - No 
Pets $475 and up 
Call: 313-561-9818 
or 313-247-2075 


WAYNE/WESTLAND 
Nice & Clean 

1 Bedroom-$535 

2 Bedrooms-$595 
Includes heat, 
water and gas 

Call 734-326-2770 


96. Houses 
For Rent 


INKSTER 

Spacious 3 bedroom, 
Basement, 
Option 2 Buy $650 

INKSTER 

Brick bungalow. 
Finished basement. 
Garage $690 

20 Homes available 
$450-$750 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


ROMULUS 

3 bedroom bungalow. 
Appliances, fenced. Option 
2 Buy $850 

PLYMOUTH 

Basement, garage. 
Appliances, yard, 

New windows $700 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 



DIRECTORY 


DAVID C. BROWN 

FUNERAL HOME 
460 E. HURON RIVER DRIVE 

David C. Brown, Manager 

Belleville 734-697-4500 




36885 GODDARD 
ROMULUS 
734-941-9200 
WILLIAM A. CRANE 


FUNERAL HOME 



Harry J. Will 

Funeral Homes 

34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 

(734) 721-5600 


Tom Lynch • Manager 
Jim Henley • Director 


Also in Liuonia 
& Redford 


UHT FUNERAL HOME 

Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 
35400 Glenwood Road 
Westland, Mi 48186 * (734) 721-8555 
www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


24 HOUR SERVICE • FAX 278-7314 

\^\ IkPeimfuneralU dim 

“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In" 

JAMES H. PENN & SON 

3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
313-278-6300 Inkster, Ml 48141 


Romulus 
Brick Ranch 
1300 square.ft., 

3 Bedroom, attached 
garage, AC, fenced yard, 
all appliances Option to 
buy available 
$1100/month 

Remerica Prestige 
43695 Michigan Avenue. 
Canton, Ml 48188 

Call 734-776-8604 


WAYNE 

3 bedroom, garage. Air, 
appliances, 
Fenced 4 pets $850 

WAYNE 

Garage, appliances. 

Fenced for pets, 
Option 2 Buy $780 

All Cities Available 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


WESTLAND 
Ranch, garage. 
Appliances, 
Fenced 4 pets $650 

WESTLAND 
3 bedroom, garage. Air, 
appliances. 
Option 2 Buy $750 

18 Homes available 
$550-$850 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


106. Houses For 
Sale 


Inkster 
Best Buy! 

Wayne / Westland Schools 
725 Sunningdale 
3 bed, 1 bath 
bungalow. Many updates. 
$102,700 
734-845-6174 


INKSTER 

Tri-level, 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths, family room, natural 
fireplace, beautiful updated 
kitchen w/oak cabinets 
and ceramic floor, plus 
appliances, C/A, 
Florida room, 2-car 
garage, fenced yard, secu¬ 
rity alarm. 
$155,500 
Call 313-565-5560 


ROMULUS 

Near Middlebelt/Ecorse 
3 Bedroom Ranch, 

All new updates. 
Appliances stay, 
Oak kitchen, 

2.5 car attached garage 
Best Buy In Town 
MOTIVATED SELLER 
$119,900 
734-637-3434 


115. Autos For 
Sale 


1986 Corvette Convertible 
Indy Pace Car 
60,000 Miles 
Original owner! 

Must sacrifice! 
$8,900 

Call 586-212-1882 


89. Apartments for Rent 




ants 


OAKLAND^lVlANO^jf^ ARTMENTS 
Inkster-Adult (immunity • Mode^ApaRnlen+s 

from -— V 

!^/mO. Over640(Sq. 

(3 Month Special) ^ BedfOOm 
$99.00 Security Deposit w/approved credit | 


Central Air & Heat ; Garbage Disposal 
• Large Walk-In Closets 
Ample Off-Street Parking • Laundry Facilities 


• 1 Block n. of Michigan Avenue * 15 minutes 
to Metro Airport, Amtrac, Ford Village 
' Smart Bus Transportation to Downtown Detroit 

^hori Term Lease Available. A 

CALL 

734-718-8J[9;2i^33g^9j1g§^ 


i^Belmont Manor 

apartments 

ONE MONTH FREE RENT! 

Spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment 
- ONLY $560* 

Spacious 2 Bedroom Apartment 
ONLY $660* 

•Extensive Storage • Fitness Center 
• Minutes from Eastern Ml University. 
Metro Airport & University of Ml 


3 BIks. South of Belleville Rd. 
(Main St) On Huron River Drive 


For Details Call 

(734) 699-2042 


80 2001 Uncoln LS 
Excellent Condition 
Loaded-Low Mileage 
$18,000 
248-344-2174 


117. Trucks & Van 


NEED A WORKHORSE? 
1999 FordF250 V10 4X4 
Pick-up 

Extended cab, good con¬ 
dition 

10,000 GVW towing 
capacity 
Full power 
$9500 

Call 734-753-9906 
after 5:30 


118. Freebies 


Baby walker $5 
Baby stroller w/top $15 
734-529-8177 


Lawn-Boy Mower $45.00 
734-697-5338 


New Bedspread / Full-Size 
$30.00 

734-697-5338 


Your 2-line ad here 
Absolutely free 
Runs for 1 week for any 
item selling for $75 or less. 


Call 

734 - 467-1900 
to place your 
classified 
ad today 
and get 
quick results. 



Westgate Tower 

.( A AFFORDABLE 
^ J SENIOR LIVING 
AT ITS BEST! 

One Bedroom Xion'^ 

Apartments for ^ 

Seniors 62 and older Appljf 'Godet^! 
starting at just ^ ‘ 

*367 

per month '' 

34567 Elmwood 
Westland, Ml 
(734)-729-2900 

t=J EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 



Wayne Forest Apartments^ 






We have up to two months FREE rent. 

. FREE Heat • FREE Water 
» Large individual Storage area^ 

• Laundry Facilities In 
Each Building 

• Large Walh-ln Closet 
> 24 Hour Maintenance 

• Carport Parking 
• Centrally located to j 
the Airport, Highways 
Shopping 

734 326-7800 




11^' f fC ^ 

BY 

DMR CONTRACTING, INC. 

ACQ CEDAR 

Composite & Vinyl 


• Enclosur^^ [I ^ I § | 

T • G^zebpjs 


• Hot Tub SmroiindS, 
GOMPETITJYEIy i 




DESIGN/BUILD * 
LICENSED/INSURED 



471-3499 
15-7064 


248 - 
248 - 




To place your ad 
in the Business Spotlight 
Call 734-467-1900 
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We go through life prejudging things—that’s human nature. We judge 
books by their covers—figuratively and literally—the same way we judge 
movies by their lavish previews. 

It was easy to make the assumption that the new action/comedy flick 
Sahara was going to be nothing more than a simple rip off of Stephen 
Spielberg’s Indiana Jones series. 

Not so. 

You know what they say about people who assume things? It makes an 
“ass” out of “u” and “me” 

And I will have none of that 

Sure, first-time director Breck Eisner, yes, the son of departing Disney 
CEO Michael Eisner, probably takes on more story than he or any other 
director can handle by adapting Clive Cussler’s 700-plus page yam, but he 
really seems to have fun trying 

And that’s what movies are really all about Right? And fun is exactly 
what you get flx)m Sahara. 

Sahara is what it is—an action/buddy movie vrith over-the-top thrills, out¬ 
landish escapades and an unbelievable storyline. 

Let me stress unbelievable 

The story begins in West Virginia during the Civil War where an ironclad 
confederate battleship tries to escape fix)m enemy fire with a belly full of 
golden loot never to be seen again. 

The story jumps ahead to modern times where Doctor Eva Rojas 
(Penelope Cruz) and a colleague are investigating an outbreak of an unusual 
epidemic in northern Afiica While investigating the illness Eva is attacked 
by a masked assailant But that’s when Navy SEAL turned treasure hunter 
Dirk Pitt (Matthew McConaughey) enters the picture. He saves the young 
doctor’s life and takes her aboard the NUMA (National Underwater Marine 


See Sahara, page 19 


provides an oasis of 
adventure and hm 
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AUTO LOANS 


★ 


GUARANTEED 


★ 
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NO REJECTS! NO CREDIT CHECKS! ir 


BANK LOANS FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS ^1 

> BADT.R.W. • JUDGEMENTS 'A'I 



FIRST TIME BUYERS • BANKRUPTS • ADC & SSI 

• NEW CREDIT • SLOW PAY 


CALL US TODAY! 

Ask for Lisa 


AUTO FINANCE CENTER 

USED CARS 

1379 Michigan Ave. • Ypsilanti 














Published By The Journal Newspapers 


Page 19 


April 14,2005 

The Scene 



"f’ic of the Week" 
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Pushmount olio 

with aclcage 


Upgrade. 


for your appointment today! 

K^riolcU fTiotograpli^ 

1 ^2 Liberty > riyniouth 

P Icna 

wwwjnicfiaelreynoldaphotography.coin 


Our Classifieds really work! 

Call 734-467-1900 to place your ad today. 


Sahara 

FROM PAGE 18 


Agency) ship that he works on as a salvager of 
ancient relics. 

Pitt gets wind that the Civil War ship may be some¬ 
where in the nearby vicinity—somewhere along the 
Niger River in Africa Obsessed with the vanished 
iron giant and the treasure expected to be on it, Pitt 
sets out on and adventure of lifetime in search for 
what could be considered his holy grail of treasure 
hunts. 

Rtt, along with longtime friend and wisecracking 
sidekick A1 Giordino (Steve Zahn), barrows Admiral 
Sandecker’s (William R Macy) yacht for his missioa 
As a part of the deal he has to transport Eva up the 
Niger to Mali where she thinks the outbreak started. 

Mali is tom by civil war with half controlled by a 
tyrant warlord General Kazim played by Lennie 
James and the other half by an indigenous tribe. 
Kazim is in cahoots with Yves Massarde (Lambert 
Wilson), a shady industrialist who runs a hazardous 
waste dump in the middle of the desert 

After ^ exciting boat chase on the Niger, Dirk, A1 
and Rudi (Rainn Wilson) escape some of Kazim’s 
mea While Rudi is sent back to the admiral to warn 
him about what is going on, Dirk and A1 set off to save 
Eva once again. They race across the desert on 
camel back just in time to save the in-trouble doctor 
from more of Kazim’s mea 

Then they end up in the hands of the tribe, who 
are enemies of Kazim, where A1 stumbles upon a 
cave painting that describes what happened to the 
ancient naval ship. 

That’s not all. They also stumble upon Massarde’s 
waste dump and realize that the hazardous material 
is leaking into the underground water system and 
causing the sickness that Eva is investigating. They 
also find out that if they don’t stop the leak the waste 
could have a “Chemobyl-effect” on the Atlantic hav¬ 
ing environmental, cultural and political conse¬ 
quences. 

FVom then on the film turns to non-stop action as 
the trio of heroes take on Massarde and Kazim. The 
adventure is punctuated with witty banter and timely 
jokes. And somehow they just happen to stumble 
across a battleship in the middle of the desert 


I know it sounds unbelievable and convoluted but 
the story is just simply a blueprint for the characters 



to have fua And it shows. 

Although the similarities to 
Indiana Jones are there, from 
the action sequences to the 
comic relief, it should be 
thought of as more homage to 
the series and character rather 
than a sharp jab to the ribs with 
an elbow. It is known through 
the Indiana Jones trilogy that he 
never loses his beloved hat. 
However, in Sahara A1 doesn’t 
only lose his favorite hat but 
several others along the way as 
well. 

Moviegoers can take what 
they want from it, which will 
probably plenty of laughs but 
remember Sahara is simply 
what it is—a fiin movie worth 
the time. And that’s what it’s all 
about Right? 



Ceilings 


Sunroom 


& Fitness 


Sites Now 
Reserved For 


Timbers Edge 

• Vaulted 

• Gas Fii 

• 

• 2 Car Attached 

• Club House w/Pool 

• OPEN: Mon • Sat 10am-5pm • Sundays 11am 

www.classictradition.com 

ATTENTION REALTORS: 3% CO-OP PAID 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REALLY WORK. CALL 734-467<1900 TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD 11 



Stumped by the high cost 
of digital cable? Switch to 
DISH Network and save. 



Why is digital cable so expensive 


With DISH Network, you get 
over 60 all-digital channels, 
including local channels*, 
starting at $31.99/month 
- around a dollar a day! 

► No equipment to buy 

► No DISH Network commitment 

► Free Standard Professional 
Installation on up to 4 TVs 

► Free HD receiver upgrade 


FREE DVR UPGRADE 

DISH Player-DVR 622 | DIGITAL VIDEO RECORDER 
► PAUSE LIVE TV 
» CREATE INSTANT REPLAYS 


► SKIP RECORDED COMMERCIALS 


DON-LORS ELECTRONICS 

LIVONIA. Ml 

866-366-5677 toll free 
vvwvv.don-lors.com 
Established in 1958 





HOME OF THE LOWEST ALL-DIGITAL 
PRICE IN AMERICA...EVERY DAY! 




2003 Chevy Monte Carlo 


V-6, air, power seats, AM/FM CD. 


Just Arrived! 


Auto, air, low miles 
& much, much more. 


2002 Kia Sportage Convertible 


Auto, air, cruise & more. 


1999 Chevy Thacker 4x4 


2000 Chevrolet Metro LSI 


Super nice car! 
Priced to sell fasti 


l)itk<ai>Saiii 

M-M 1 l-M 

MAKEIKERY 
MILE COUNT 

10148 Ml Av8m Canton I 

FORDROAO L . 

_ DICK ICOTT 

- -- ..-Jl 
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It’s always smart to 
buy our windows. 








^'Stacey Duford here and I feel pretty 
smart about the 23 Renewal by Andersen 
replacement windows I decided to put in 
my home. 

Now you can be smart, too. With some 
very smart savings!” 




ON 6 OR MORE 

WINDOWS 

A NO-BRAINER! 
SAVE BIG! CALL TODAV! 


Right now, it’s a real no-brainer to save $450 on the 
finest replacement windows available anywhere from 
Renewal by Andersen. 

And this offer means $450 savings on top of their 
usual built-in savings. Renewal by Andersen 
top-quality windows always save you money on 
heating and cooling costs year round. Plus, you’ll 
get the beauty, distinction and sense of pride they 
add to your home. 


Get the finest replacement windows on the market 
today. And our always professional installation 
can be done in only one day! 



BONUS 

COUPON 



Bring this coupon into our 

LIVONIA SHOWROOM to save an additional 


*100 Off 

your total purchase. 

Expires May 7, 2005. Livonia location only. | 

Not valid with any other offer or prior purchase. 


new 


al 


BV ANDERSfiN* 

wfodow prpUcviDcilt 



BIRMINGHAM 
33366 Woodward Ave. 


LIVONIA 
37144 Six MUe Rd. 




BY ANDERSEN’ 


Call 866-933-5900 


for a free in-home consultation. 


WIN ^10,000 
IN NEW WINDOWS... 
VISIT US TODAY! 


Youll.^»<^\oiir new wiiukws! 


www.renewalbyandersen.com 


Offer valid through May 7, 2005 at participating locations. *Not valid with any other offers or prior purchases. 
Renewal by Andersen is a registered trademark of Andersen Corporation. ©2005 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. 







































